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Good Reader, wy, A | 
1] \ He untrue and diret# contrary reports of this Sermon, -0 


and its Authour , extort the publication thereof . 
5; Mr.Crofton will not doit, be contenteth himſ2lf in 
the conſcience of his integrity, and accounts it an ealte thing 
to be judged of men 3 yea of ood men; his good name is the 
Churches advantage, and ought to be preſerved and defended 
againſt the calumnies of the wicked,and cenſures of the weak , 
who wound not him without, more deeply wounding their 
own ſouls. 5 Socks 
' I havingwritten this Sermon from his month in Jhort- 
hand, and(by his Notes loſt by his Son, and by Providence di- 
refed to my hand) having ſupplyed what time and the diſor- 
der of the audience cauſed him to pretermit ; I thought it my 
duty to hazard the a content. of my friend and Paſtour, and 
to preſent thee with the ſame , that by unprejudiced reading 
thou mayeſt be undeceived;edified,and enabled to contraditt 
the clamours of the ſons of ſlander, and check, the cenſure of 
the over-eredulous ſubjetts of weakneſs,though not of Sandti- 
ty. Recantution is moſt ſtrangely expeFed from him who nes 
ver yet was tharged , or by argnmeat#tion was. convinced of 
an errour , on whom no terms or-rondlitions for obtainment 
of Liberty was once impoſed ,' or ſo much as propoſed by any 
perſon whatſover,whoſe non-conformity was fully;Freely,and 
(tothe honour of the honourable Perſons before whom he was 
convened.) acceptably declared, andthe occaſien, yea forma- 
lily of which is no other then a conſcientious prafice , and. 
profeſſioz of principles he ever ſtated in hjs late conteſts for 


Reformatione + 


"7 worderto fuaide ſame firious © rin ſeandalized at 
24+ Crofion's attendance ws Gods ſoleus publick worſhip; 
| celebrated according to the order of "the Commoi Prayer 
Book, and to hear men cenſure hin for the ſame, as if 4 & 

le ne CT ws me Y jt "n+ Five, 


Hs ? To the, i | &, = 5; 8 
— pa) AY eformatiae;in which 
be appeaed with fd wugfol tellehe Reader. ſuch 
a ſate under his miniſtry cannot but know and witneſs he 
ever adjudged againſt ieparation in his moſt earneſt per ſwa- 
ding or. endeavaurs for reformation, he alway diſſwaded 
| non-communion of 1nembers,. & non-conformity of Mini- 
: — ſiers, and dd conſtantly and convinenigly affirat, that mini- 


rot a ſufficiext cauſe of perſonal abſence or 'n0u-attendents 
04 the Jame, he ever concluded guilt on the Church Colle ive 
by theſe diſorders and corruptions 4. which did not ſtain in- 
aroiduals Yooking to their own, perſonal atings in their ne- 
Ceſſaryattendance- on Gods Ordimance : Verily we muſt {9 
AMyr.-Crofton iz priſon did only pra@ice what he preached 
EET. +... | 


*- Sxch was Mr. Croftons care and condition in his late c01- 
teſts for reformation, not to be eſteemed 5: Advicate for ſe- 

' paration,, or -an approver. of non-commun-on (much leſſe a 
Martyr for them) that in his late writing he profeſſeth his 
fudgement and reſolution againſt them. * | © 
. . In his Analepſis,or St. Peters bonds abiding,thou haſt him 
+ thus profeſſivg, 1 proteſt whatſaever ſhallbe the eſtabliſhment 
in the Church, though never jo corrupt, whilft confiſtent with 
falvation,though it may-occaſion to ze ſufferings,and the ſuſ+ 
pence of my miniſtryz by Gods grace it ſhall not effe# in me, 
ar: ſuch.on whom 1-have influence, Schiſme from the 


| Church. Ks A TRY | | 
| I bis Analepſis Anzlephthe, or the Faſtning of St. Peters 


bonds, be avometb.,. this reformation carnet Jafeite the fe- 
paratior, for that the corruptions eſtabliſhe# were never 
, anade_ſuch tielpert of worſhip, as to make a ſifficient 
ground for ſeparatian. The ſbber. ' zealous Non-confor- 
#tifts, who groaned under the burden of theſe corruptions, 
aud for this reformation, were" grieved by., and greatl 
contended againſs the ſepargtion,” as that which was without 


ſuffi cient 
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fterial diſorder and corrupt appendents in. Gods worſhip was 
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flip wacke wuch weed of Roforbariae j yous\ ſy renght 


men ſotodo. © >» 


And inbis ifleto Mr. SEA Liturs ical 1 Conſ drier | 
Confidered, F7 which 'be' a pologieth for fo, 5s: nelfecg - 


ing (not For members not Crag the AKT rayer Book, 


he both as expreſly his judgement and reſolution in theſe « As 
preſs words. 1 an ſo ak affeFed ko the peace of the Church 
that T have of 1 late preached? what God af riſting, I reſolve t to 


pratfiſe's + Vi. many and. great .corruptions. in Gods worſhip 
are to be grieved for- patiently, and eroaned under, before 
Sthiſmes be conſented unto, and ſeparation conſulted, pro- 


vided nevertheleſs, The paſeive not ative © 1 Can keep com 
munion under that forws of worſhip, whereby T cannot admi- 
niſfter and heartily ſay Amen to: the matter of thoſe Petiti- 
ans whith are put up in an order 'o confuſed prepoſterous, 
and indigeſted, that it ſeemeth to me tobe ſo much belom the 
gravity of thy Church, whoſe mouth 7 muſs be, the ſeriouſmeſ3 

of the office wherely 1 miniſter, the ſandity of the diuty.I a 

to a” dhe t "Vacred. nature 0 Sow objeF to whom they 
are preſented, that I dare not Pandle etween God and his peo- 


ple inthe ſame... 


Let theſe paſſages aud the like in his late mritings be obſer- 
wed, 4s the beſt of Dis Judg erent and Conſcience, and lef 
malice it ſelf read int his Prattiſ the leaſt. contradi@ion to his 
Canſe or Principles, or defeFicu from the- ſame, or not read 
with half an eye an exad conformity to himſelf, and clear 
obedience to as Judgement:s ind non-conforming communi- 
on. 


Good FI be pleaſed ts ie that Mr. Crofrouts 
attendance on the ſolexn worſhip of God in the Tower, and 
in the Common Prager Book order, is ſo far from: being 


, the reſult of his: reſtraint, and effeG of temptatian.,. or 


any.condition in. order. te. his releaſs,.' that his. . judge- 
hand Was ever for it-c. He, uever did conceive th hd 
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KN ; 23 (t oug! 


iu erg mnt rs fetart turns 


dgfre of We bicrtenant the: teh paingtoGhurch;,. ae 
| __ obtaining it he.did yam yo day from. his Gao- 
 ler:he.did ni times petition for the ſame... and ſollicited 
| the bby fat Thercef #any months be fore he did obtaiiz it; 
"RR 1 6h Io & acquaint thee ; if # gh meer upon 4.com- 
es ear ſhuce 2364 fron. i being rumored that he weyt 
to Th Church itt the tower.aud be heard Common Prayer, did 
White a full Apology and defence of * his prafice ( which was 
Ther but 612 the: view in that caſe; Ng Oleg 2p Joe 
mf Bandel many good | '*y ople and'Miniſters , who would not 
712 Aertake fo convincet Te of error, though they conting- 


ed to ſcandalige him and his prafice, and hindered the pub- 
lication LF the ſa 


Ti hin s F note into thee Reader, that thou mayeſt ſee 
Mt. Croft NAS Faice in t bis caſe *s dt new or raſh wh fo 
Jolved and ae } berate , and is jo far from defetion from, 
Fat it is an "upright walking ace! to his apprehenſions 
of the Gafpel-Hemjorver 5 I Ce r5a4h wil! or now dilate in de- 
ence} his F principles ane apr6e ee, Mc k out tos Large 
and Tharp inwedroe a againſt } yr TY; Vicenti of, the \MaCg 
and the lying ſpirits of ſeeming Saints (0  oborzay extra- 
wvagant 7 ſt a perſon ſo immocegt and upright ,'avd there: 
Fore expoſed to the wiolence rage of. men Sb oth- ex 
ot ; oP Refortathin > for hereby Tknow Lfbonld tncenſe 
Bin whoſe tiſpleaſure will bi'grent for doing; thir, "whith? 
conla zot in peate have left undone. 
©" Tet me aſſure thee, Mr. Crofron's "julgement it in. Fcelefs 
aftichs thewery fame it was beforthis confinement \ be the: 
could not.now cannot conform, he then could, now can cont- 
mii vate, and oive an Amen to the matter of Prayers, whoſe 
order his indgement muſt and doth condemn :*\He was then, 
zr row Realows for reformation, and againſt ſeparation © He 
ther" refolucd'; and-now reſolveth,to ſeek, Church pou by 
#3#i01with the Church, and to dbide mthe houſe; he endea- 


rag to clearfe; to bring irs offerings tnto'the Lord, — 


Gt at 
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ſo feraulnprace thoſe), Dubin tſpecutors think, thiwatheir 


” * 


natural Childrew20 Dkh:981 At. Crofton 7s ſenſible ih} are 


ourfuXÞ to bim in negatives, againſt prophaneſs, againſt 
ſuperſtition apainſt colthption.acaind dijorder 5, but are his 
Nyvxu in poſitives for no order, for no communion, for no 
Church.T am ſure Ar. Crofton hath ſadly reſented that ſcan- 
dal under which Non-conformity groans,and is made odious, 
viz. 1t is a ſpirit of contradi@ion againſt every thing.but for 
nothing. Ar. Crofton well knoweth thoſe who clamour a- 
inſt Fe ea nn | 


M/1//4//4/7/ [ {/ F/ P A / 541 


their yoey and controverſie : He hath obſerved ther 


Church gathering commenced and proceeded under the en- 
deavours of Reformation, and unto the ſupplanting and ſub- 
verſion thereof. Mr. Crofton is convinced.that Chrifts true 
Church, though corrupt, and Chriſts own Ordinances, though 


| #$fargerly adminiſtred , are to be embraced, adbeared nnto, 


and attended, when the flocks of Chriſts companions are to be 
avoided. T am confident Mr. Crofton is reſolved to follow 
bis Lord when come from the flock. to thetbreſhold of the 
Temple, but he dareth not go before him. Reader, if this be 
an error,help Mr. Crofton to convi@&ion,and then thou mayeſt 
hear- bis-recantation+-in- the mean time joyn wirk 1e Tis 
prayer , that God will give repentance to the mex who have 


Called good evil, and evil good, and uncharitably repreſented 


a rr pager rr of well conſidered, openly declared, 


deliberately reſolved principles, to be an apoſtacie, defettion, 


Fecattationy 
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| Hard way co Heaven. : 
EXPLAINED & APPLYED. 


' In a Sermon Preached on the 27 of July 1662. | 


The Text Matthew 714. | 
Becauſe ſtrait? is the Gate, and narrow is the Way, which 
_ leadeth untolife. | | 


Cannot but conceive, many in this andience (ated more by 
F curiofity then Chriſtianity) come. with an expettarion, that 
I will declare and diſcourſe the things of my (elf, or Gods 
dealings with me in my late condition: ButI muſt let you 
know, 1 muſt herein diſappoint you; Experiencies of this na-' 
race is Hy own Comfort; what was to me in commok with other * 
Chriftians; 1 ſhall:declare to your edification;' and that. is inge-' 
nerall, the ſerious refleftions of my thoughts under the Strates of my late 
condition, concerning which I may ſay as that eminene Martyr of 
our reformed Religion, - Fob Philper, ſaid in theltke caſe, zz the 
Lellards Towex paſſing through ſix or ſeaven doprr,T came to my Logdeing 
through many Strait? where I call:g toremembratice, Strait 3s the 


of by a neceflity of ſuffering what we cannot-efcape without fing: 
the Reathen'acoonnted it their hohour'to repreſent virtue to be 
2 Strait and narrow way, and thereforC'it ſelf the reward of all Jn-: 
duftry in and for'it, ſure I amz it istke Glory of Ghriſtianity, 
fat it'was never *Propounded | tothe world-agan eftate of eaſe - 


b Ghrift was never Preached withoue hiz Croſs, nor was Heavens 
e802; ZOINTIO co tHe ONTEP 5 23 os 50 za I 2:9 


Glesy 


"=T <4 
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e's, 
Glory ever Jeckized without a determination of har rdſhip in the 
attainment thereof: Strait vithlG e, and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life; is the Do&rine Preached by the Lord himſelfe, 
_ the truth thereoFis ' flayly proved by the __ 1enceof- iris 


DO Es altreytcrd If Sd: ;0 «MrdFN e Ov wy F'Y 


Mountain, 1 in which many particular eioes and ſpecial du-- 
ties, were by him Stated, and dire&cd : whether this Sermon 
Was a4ttSoſtmd and Colitinagd diſcounfe, of the PreagheriCas 
by its Circumſtance it ea to have been, or the Evangiliſts - 
Colle&zonand,qQmpaſltiuveo muny.pallages axticular 
diſcourſes whic 4 pu, A A ATTO HR on HA Na Ons, 
at ſundry times (as Cn doth. conceive) 1 hall not now ſtand to 
enquire or debare: *:-* * - 

- In the foregoing: om Saviour oerfivaderh. his Hearers ts. 
an hard Task Enter in at the $t trait gate:and enforceth his exhor tatis: 
_ with, and by a yard.a—ogy 4 of the different paths'in which men 


« unto dif ends, For-wide,is the Gate, an broad ; 
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enceRintegrity:rheindenfibleceternity of his )ife;totheſferurmg 


"God: mroFavers ofipleatubeta his preſence or eyermore: if 15 
$127 A 2 


E 


-agd therein we have twathings alfo obfervable. 


-i.;:14; The Fnd, Lifes 176 

end, and eſtate which isto beaimed at, apd driven unte by the 
.Gate and;xmeay, which our-Lord Jelus Chriſt dothadvice and di- 
xe, this is che marke all mult-firive-cohit, theprize.of our high 


_ Calling AllanyfGpreG oo poſleſie; for. this, lefrby thooting ſhore 


Or, Wides doth utterly undo us,andfgack us,1n,perdition- Z{ay, it is 
Lifeanpundoubred Bleſſings, a-moft emipene;Blefing;the Empha- 1©>. 25 4 


_ -fis, the Enxity of all bleſſings, peace, plenty, honour, and dignity 


. are, meer niil{aties'to, dead men, a Worm i545 much as,a Crown 

;to #41an: in-the graveshe who 15 aot, cannot: berichor hongyr- 

able; :whateverbertyans eftate,' he. i5.only,. happy, by beings take 

away fis fife; and, yo0u take; tial 1Lzfe is the chigt ofblefings Prov 3.16; 

to-bejipiyfued with, ucmot, | Dilzgence | preſerved; ith ut 8. 35. 
moſt -Cane , and Purchaſed at the dearalt.rate, All;hat a man 

; hath be vill give for-big lifes The Devil well kuew the: worth af chisxe,, is 

Jewels hen heduttpeſyme.to put at Fob to. pawn, his. cantci- rall life. 


zpfa;preferit:eranbentpaipherect:Byithelife inimp Lexcas:more 
than a bare naked life, it is the life which 1s,in the, right;hand of 

.wildom, whicia camprenendeti all ;goodnefs, real good:; this is: * 

-n0t 2 netxral life,;thanght; thats £o) be.preferved and prized; yet 

#ojtlieJecitring of ith life, tt; is tolbeparted fram and: loſt; of, Math. Ts, 

; $ in;thisfepfe, or Say wir hath determined he mbia will Ginn: his © 

-life ine(Þoofs 15.5: Thenatwural fe capacitateth tothe. enjayment of Nor ſpirt- 

the goodbthings :of Gqd, but this:life gives. Us the, enjoyment oft uall life, 

our: go6d-Gad hizalelte 5;this lifes mot che ſpiretzeal life ; 1 denoe 

:mean nreſpetniits.vzare and guality, for {ot is ſpiritual bu 

Imeang it ivnotdughInme frefh dfaggtee, andioperarion; where- 

bythe Hfeok Grare h the lame minqkmd )isditiinguſked; agpdif- 

erent ftom the Ie .of Glory 5: this. tife giveth ws a Gonverſewirh , | Py 

-God> remote, angatadiftance ſubject co weakneſs, and:imper- nal] lifo -n 
Ffeftion, and maty hedt chilling, almoſt heave killing. tinterpoſt-, © oo 
tions; and clondy>difpenſacions: iButithelife.in owrFextigives , > 


\ns the enoyment of God.tmimediatel y 2 hrs preferces fably.3nbim- TCot, i Fe 


iſelfe: periedtly ſeeing himand knawingibimgas ſeen and known 
of him, andeterap2y withouriparting:ztrom hin,-or his-parting 
ron us. chis as che[River-of Life which runnect in-the City a; 8 ks 


taerefore 


| The end 
> "© . Es : «=o & * ofa Chri.- 
-c.,.2: Theamgans.upder: this : Metaphor a Gate, a, way, life,37that gian, ficie 
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life. 


therefore that which Chriftiandin Seripture-ſafizuzge call the 


Life of Ged, the life of Chriſt; the life of Gloyy, life everlaſting. It *abi- 


deth after the natural life is expired, ic aboundeth beyond what 
the ſpiritual life ( as diftinft from this life) doth or can extend 
unto. This life is the Emphaſis, the excellency of Eternity it be- 
ing thereofthe ſubje& Eternity fimply andin the abſtra&, is an 
amazing dismaying propeity, a ſoul that fitteth, or walketh in 
the vale ofthe fhadow of death; and cafteth his eye on the black, 
boundleſs, bottomleſs Ocean of Eternity, findeth the ſarne to re« 
fed, aff.ighting dreadful apprehenfions on his ſou] ; which are 
appealed and made comfortable by onely difceraing eternity is 
the adjun& unto nature : Men cannot without dread and terror 
- ſhoot the Gulph cfnatural death, becauſe thereby they pafs into 
eternity, it is the afſurance of life m eternity, which encourag« 
eth the ſoul in ſo ſad paſſage,and this life eternal-is the Ciry,end, 
eſtate, unto which the Gate and way in our Text doth lead. 
The means conducing to this end is by a Metaphor called and 
compared coa Gate, to a way, and as ſuch it doth repreſent un- 
to our ſerious obſervation,the natzre,the order, and the nxnber of 
that means which doth effe&, or by which men muſt work ouc 
their own Salvation. 


Jes nature, Firſt, this Metaphor doth note nnto us the netwre of the mean 


of Grace, which tends unto Glory : It is a Gate; and @ way :a Gate 
a way, arePplaces of perſonal motions under ſpecial preſcription, 
and limitation unto ſome pecutiar place or end : and theſe pfaces 
are denominated Gates and Ways in relationto their terminati- 
on, 2nd the neceſfity of mens motion in them: a Gate- as that 
cloſe paſſage, by which if men do not enter, they can no way 


. moveinthe Way, or Street which leadeth further. The way is 


thatnarrow. bounded paſflage, by, or in which men can onely 
move in ſafety, unto the place at which they would arive, 
zxf they ſep out oftheſe bounds they are treſpaſſers and in dan- 
ger, and therefore by their perſona] motion, under theſe pre- 


Prov. 3. ſcriptions, they can only arrive attheir defired places :this then 


19. 4+ dx.* 
Plal,3 18, 


LI 


doth teach its. The means which muſt effe& eternal life, is mars 
perſonal motion, and afivity under Gods preſcriptions , direious, and 
limizations ; theſe are the paths of peace, the way of wiſdoys, and 
the Gates of righteouſneſs, the termination muſt be from God, but 
the motion muſt be from man, the Lord doth ſet, but man 
mult keep withincheſe bounds, direQion js divine Ma" 
Rb "7 Qu 


oo 2 2 > as es i © © 


aſtbe hunianez” enery* mari” who will get "Heayen ,/ muſt Ce2* 375 
yo to Heaven in Gods way *'he -6ke *will' win God, © 570 
muſt walke with God, according to the wilt of Cod. -He ; 
that will wear the Crown of righteouſneſs muſt run the race of righte= Heb. 13 
ourneſs , eternal life cannot be obtained by humane inven=- 
tion,nor without hitmane motion, or induftry, they will equally 
miſcarry, who ſtand ſtil} in, er ſtrike out of the way, which God 
dire&eth, and hath derermined 7 Iſrael comid never have poſſeſſed 
Laiſh 1hoxgh the Gates ſtood open, if they had ſtosd fiill, and not atv anc= Jodg. 18; 
edtowsrds it, Heaven-is not the event of idleneſs, but of ativity: 
when the: Lord hath once bounded, determined, direfted the  _ 
Gate:the way of life muſt move in it with atlicare and coaftancy, 2 11m 9+ 
diligence, endeavour, induſtry is required from men'for the ef-p 11. ,. 
fe&ing of their Salvation; They are called'upon to fight, ftrive, , 
and wreſtle, run, preſs, proceed, in Gods Commandements: to work 1 Cor. 9. 
out their own Salvation: 1 could never yet underſtand or ap- 24+ 
prove the mute, non-moving Religion of ſuch Prakers who pre- PHE 3: 
tend moſt to Gods Guidance. Miſerableare the defires and hopes *#* * *3 
of life, which ſtrive not untothe attamment and ſeeurity there- 
of; vainarethe profeiſions of God, which provoke not -mocion 
towards God, ſuch whocall Chriſt, Lord, Lord, hear him, and a(> 
ſent to the truth of what he ſpeaketh, bue will not do what be 
Jaitb,will find the Gate of life ſhuc againſt them when they wonld 


- but cannot haveadmictance; notevery one who ſaith Lord, Lord, 


but be who dotb the will of my Father, are in the Gate, the way, '© "* 
awd ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, (aith our Savionr in this 
very Sermon, and ſhortly after this very Text : God hath deter= 
mined his worfhip, declared his will, appointed his Ordinances, 
Men therefore muſt with all care, caution, conſtancy and dili- 
#ence, attend, obſerve, and do the ſame , the Gate, the way to 
life is mans e&:vity in faith and obedience : mans labizy in word 
and Sacraments, Mans indsſtry to dothe ſeveral duriec of his ge- 
neral and particular Calling ; having known the wittof God, we 
muſt up and be doing , having ſeenthe way of rightevuſneſs, we 
muſt tretch our Limbs, and a&ively ftrive andprefs forward in 
it: though man is Paſſive in receiving the firſt Principles of 
Grace, andall ſubſequent ſtrength to dury, he mnft be an A- 
gentin the purſuit of Glory. Fnever could believe man had of 
himſelfe free will to good ; nor that man could ever enjoy God, 
without doing good, with theforce of a free will : God may rurny 
our faces towards Zzon, but we muſt go thicher on our own legs, 
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1ts order. the ou 
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1trazce Withant /7r;grgs tlie wayboft God: therecahnge peffbl 
be a prozeſs, withoutientrentes: many may; Indeed begin: 171 
point, but ena wn the flefh;; run well imehe.firft :x&s, but'Þe hi 
dredin” the counſt of:Chriſtazaicy® atter! they Have Kim ti 
way. of righteonfſae(s, iahd [o/eafied the poliidions wich are" 
- the, wo; Id ebhroughduſt; they ay be again ehthngted thei, 1 
. overcome. ard turn frimm theholy:C onal ndenant' orevwhoare: n 
far fromthe Kingdom! obHeaven; may fall fhort of it » abd font 
Who are a/71:ſt, May; never be a/tipetber:Ghriftiurs © bur none. 
walk 4 him,. who.fveaocfinſt$roHes EE Hbe 17 > non 
£an þe edified;) whoiaremndtienred info the moft Holy Faith 
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che geriptiees, ad Of&fiixtices eg: dof re ref Tg Utito ? STR 17S, 
rhe" Gaty Bef6?E the $83) f GHFPThe, enedbetl 6p Th ew; rd'qf130- 
God WHICH dotly HrRRTaP}R: ide! il Me3 "1D OR PAR of Ah BIG. 6 
Oo4deb nf Gt} che PPT #569 of fxrth, lie” firſt Cv 55h and 
firing Chriff th "tes fotP 5 ts Sacraments of God 7 4relſuited to 
this order. baptiſmis a ſeal of an Imitatirn to the Chrar ch, engrafi= 
;77-mto Chriſt; Intorporation to the” Saints : The Lozds ſupper 
(6 Sfevanreht' of terowthiand* contiarence in Clriſk of progy os in 
the way oF ith; arid trite Religion firch a; rnove! not in flris 
order, cannot poſſibly paſs untotternal life: Tt is in-Grace, and 
Re'igion;: as ir zlarure', and feettlar affairs, and in both; It is 
all ons; oh Bb tjderca e ah entefprize, or 6 inv eft the order 
of titotzon!/ RepERty to any ent? They rFatenter 70k, the e Ga 79 
rhiy nfo? Ind*86 tor aztrd, [ Be Abb into the City : theyrWho tay 
xtot'the” nneRtibn/may FOAY'Y ffamhe,' 'but, cannot Rt any 
ſanding. ftku@itre? Gch $ho ſecure n'dt. 'their Birch,, and are 
r)t rovred mm Chrift, enot grow np "i hint: It is with many 
{kero 's eiltivns, with raſkr ada Coucetfors. ho difs 
ole ff Und dividethe Prone Nin, before ey: 
ll the wal-Fite; ;by go Gt tKaf thi Bexr:ot like ee Bag | 
ro, be' & in conttan® 1 motion, neither, know Nor carg 
Thicke they 2K Io they! have but ab houſe' 1 in "thelr” Ky ” ; Net 
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Heb.s.4 z£ed under the.,Sun; and,what ' is more with an heayendaring 
| Y boldnglfes affirmingeheir. abominatioas to be the cauſe of God; 


cenld never conceive Other cauſe thereofthen this,they having 
gotten a fightof heaven, taſted the good word of God, and pow 
ers of the world to eome: giddily to run out without any conf 
deration of thE Gate care of entrance, regard unto the Foundatin 
knowledge of, Firſt principals of Religion; but with a blind affeQi- 
on, moveforwardin any eſtate? and it is poflible to move toward 
it, and-not come into it, to kee>itin fight, in a way which lead- 
eth not into it, they deceive themſelves, defend all their errors 
and lmpieties, and will not hear ofa deviation, becauſe Heaven 
zr in their Eye, Life is within their view, glory 15.in their intenti- 
en 3,45 if Ba!azm were ſure to dye, the death of the Righteous, 
when and becauſe heand all his conſpiraiions, and; endeavours 
to curle Ifrael ſaw their glory andthe good will of God unto 
them © Beloved friends conſider mens Eſtate is Conver- 
ted, Or #xconverted, as to God, Chriſt, and true Religion, the 


#nconverred muſt make ſure they. enter the Gate, the ſtrair- Gate 
ſearn | Principles of faith, lay in their Souls the Foundations of, 


Religion; the Converred muſt with care and caution move id the 
Narrow way without. deviation,. or divertion without going a- 
fide or go'ng back: If you havenot rightly entered ta]k what you 
will, cannot but ſyſpe& your attainments in Braces many of, 
you talk of Religion, and ſeem tobe zealous: for it,, orward in it. 
whoſe confuſed notions, deluded apprehenſions, and derjating 
Converſations, ys witnefſe you have not entered.tbe.Gate, or at 
leaſt, and beft are gore afide from the way that leadetb to life: Louk to 
Job. 18.4. Gods order, ifever you will live with God in-honour, whatever, 
Religions humour may a@ you to invite Gods order, you muſt 
know the Earch muſt not be removed for you; tt you will nat ex- 
atly minde Gods method, you muſt ayd will :miſcatry 1m your, 
2 Per.1.2. 4jgnes, add intentions for his life and glory, for fad 15 their 
20 2722» eftate who profelle to perſue,* and yet never enter the pathes of 


Peace, and more ſad is theirs who.entered into the way of Rig hte 


outneſſe zarne afide. from the holy Comandements, . : 
. The num- "The | x EYE 05 
| ber cf the of zbe 1 in of Grace, It isa Gate a. way, fingular, not plurall,; one, 
means, nor mrener many mfich of the. difficulty in the "a : 
life, wonld be diſtharged bythe mulltiplicity of pathes: the dan- 
ger InCIQent ro the one, would be avgided by entrance intoancs 


. i ther 


ird fig Which lierh jn/ this Metaphor is tha number 
paffageta. 
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6iferi wharſoever be-the Mmitny- fpecial” z&5' bf Holineſs,” the 
Gote of righte-aſneſi | is,” and eat} be bat' one T he means whereby 
'ro:ger eternat life "1s one and but exe ih Its genera} nature, it is 
ſpecial,it is fingular: you may- obſerverhey fe predicated by 


iin'tes, one God,oneLord, one Faith, oe Baptiſne, one Body, and 


one Spirit; and indeed the ſpeciality of it 35 'fxed in one Per- Eph 4 4s 
fir, he Lord Feſt Chrift who ayer” of hitnifelf 7 "aw the 5 


T1: and well' fayeth the Hpoftle Part , Chri "3s."n0t Zivided; 
Chriſt may be differently diſpenſed by do&rinesof F2ith, differ- 
ene ordinancesfor worſhip and direfionsrinto duty, different- 
1y exbibited in-his Uifferent natures, God, Man, Offices, Prophet, 
-Þ;jeft- and © King-;zor?:diffefent AGs cf Med:arorfoip , "as his ,, 
Jacaxmtionz Cenverſe'among men, obſervation of the Law , po 
deith, reſurre@ion, Afcention, and interceſſion,or diffetntly ad- | 
-miniſtred, thar is, made known, and exhibited. different Mini 
fters intrefpe&t; of their: Kinde, Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangelifts, 
Paltors ahd Teachers}: or in refpe&t' orthe different ,3ndividudl 
Perſons under any kind; a5 Pavl*Apolli,” Cephas, nd the like; ma 
54] theſes all. cheſe; br: any of theſe, Chriff is not dvidt8; Whe'is an 
muſt ixemain: whole and: entire:, the one, 'onely way to life; 
Fheſe things; of Chriſt 'niay be diſſantizee, they are net, they 
cannet ' be -cppoſita, for they then: would be "inconſiſtent, ' de» 
HaRivecch io other; Kinglow divided aganſt it ſelf earnnot fland 
Chriffdivided "doch tefſe tobe? they thatembraceor: Chriſt 
nider: a1} :ih1s3 exttibicedatts and Offices, inde afl his'difpenced 
Minifters,. enter not the Gate; walk not in the way to eternall 


1 


life: *noF: are theſe in any cortfary wayes, but 'the ſime one 
Sndividoat'way exiftingin-fo Many diſtin; and different ſtep 

{cb wlodrean:bfmany;:tovanely d ferent, but ire ly Con- 
thafy wayectoeavenys dycand will Eve echt Ves and 0- 
thers: Por char Gateand' Way which admitterh- o*Tergiverſacion: 
norregreſſe, no diverſion; deviation or ſtepping aſide on either 
the: rizht or lefehand, 'atjd+is cheſame'to alfagTevety Tra- 


veller,canbe bio ond: ro divide 39 the why is ordinarily incident 
£0" Siings:i but 202 divide the pu (i ihconfifent with Mlvation: ] 
haveofreu 2dinired;arid-muſt 'confefet cantot underſtand; that 
monſtrots'charicy ofoiir: Age; that meri ſhould turn backs in doc- 
trines: of: faith: and; Afts-of Worthrp', a1d ec ſhake, hands with 
k friendlyconfidence>cÞ" metting One aifother%in Heaven : "to 
1115 B conſtitute 


Q-dinarices, Doftrines and? direftions; in all ahd every of his-- - 


| CE 
\vanſytute,, confraſy: Glygchov., a;goveraryMimidin, 
.nnd'ſo .crextes contrary, worſbyy inthe dproedand Foyine, | dure. 
 ſentiam, ) chougathe-matter:beſJoglty and yet tkpeRt bat men 
.thould know caem gs $aj#ts5, andeatl them: Heirsnat Se/verite, and. 
 concludgraem pie Wayzo heavens as murdees of men. fold 
'z .- +, _concluge. the cet Tribes); With-qhein new. ps lofts worthiping. 
> Gad.a 6 orpiagnorye Faro Moſer, w thrinaewiplanted © bur 
wheat Dar,aml Bevpelt,, mestiequaily! reared thy antencited:in, 
7 > amd accepeed by-Godas was Fada/, andenofe. hat feancid the 
Lord, and fled from this.new pontrarycourſeof Religion, chough 
for .makter Gods; gry; Maſcuron' lamfiite the Fpoiie was a 
.: - © - firanger torhis Elurny,.. 3xhencq; poneludgedaftbe Separating. 
'  Seq> 10 his time; dinuling indotianguand from ther Gommunt- 
| Coll. 4, an of the-Ghurch;- thay boy ibp/derrat tbe heads by ahicb the body by 
199 joints and bands having gogriffoent Rinifired, and. knit: twgethir, mn» 
creaſeth with the increaſe of od. Jadonot deny, but s brethren 
;w1ay too, unnatuually Give 19:5he way to: their: /Farher; bur ifany 
,obthem ſhare from or. gurne owt oErhe; way, they are. nor like to 
tec him. Sobiſmes grant may be in the Ghusch; and they are fig- 
full and ad, but SchiſmesfromtheEbprohiare immediately fubyert- 
'ipg.co Salvationzunfeting 'egatentaons: mayariſe-between Paul 
afts; 15: and Barnabas, unto,ans unde; heats; concerning Society >With x 
39+ dUJefefiive brother, infomuchthac gheyunay part aliunderghFione 
paſling t9 FILTH FERRET LO. Gilicaa >, af} yer both may! meet in 
Heaven--; Byc Boraghar anghPyiers. Eoatrariery: > to the covsſe of 
* OW ClioiſthanicE ina ſky; compliance with the Cincumeihon,is ©. 
* -iahs ! be contradifted by a zealous Pen as deſtruftive to (al vation; 7 
0 3274” pitbftood him-.to. the faee, for be. was t9,b6hl gmed hecavſe be malked air 
wprightly,aecording t9.the truth ;of. the Gofpel-Hooper bs Radldy maywiah 
ewo muth heat ;expoliutace the retaining: Popiſtrates:Be-Cereto»- 
nies ap pendant ro Religion inthe ceformedChurch:&yet- agree 
inthe ſtrace-and fiery pſſage to-heaverrBut.Sannders cannot iy: 
charity hope in heaven to meet.Pexdleton;rurning back upon the 
Truth,or Grinwald mho would aot:pledgerhiny ur the Eiip of fi 
Martyr domeforthe truth ofghe:Goſps!!: 7 defire:to haneGharity 
rowards all men,but Charigy mpſtoperateit.due K-proper AQ, 
according to thequalityofthaObje&,the charity whicheom mend: 
eth countenanceth & concludeth certainty of like unto the many 
wanderers-out of hegyens way, wn the-by-pathes;oft their. own” 
fancy and humour;umo the- conyradigiop. of the-Truach, and 
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caſting oF Gods Ordinances] and: Goſpel miniſtry; -and'entting 

| chem({e}ves off front the: communion of theChureh,is a fiolifp pitey,: 

inconfiffent with the 'Knowledg of Geds orderfor mans ſalvation 

ſieh as make mwuiy and contrary wayes t Heaven, may make « 

noiſe-and profeſſions of- hotineſs in the: world, but will in the' 

end find themſelves miſtaken, andiothers by them miſguided unto 

thielofſe of eternalMHife, unto: which there is but 2 Gate; a Way; 
onefingle Gate, and Straix way, not; tobe declined : 16is indeed © 
true, the heaveiily City is ſaid to havetwelve Gater, but we muſt 

obſerve this City 15- the erid, riot Gate of che Chriltians journey. . 

The City of hfe,” to which the narrow way doth: lead, and the 

multiplicity 5Feheſe Gater, greMeta orica}ly.mentioned to ame 

plify che G'ory thereoft Mans dignity is wa and /abuadanc;- 
free and fillbur tmans diliy is angious-and- afflicted; irate and 
narrow; all thatenter into the City with 12. 02en gates, muſt en- 

_ ter atthe-'one Strait gate; 'and -travell inthe one Narrow way, 
which leadeth- chereunto?” ſich as walk! ar large 46 fight of Hee- 
ven will - find”: chenvelves-Jocked' vnrief this —_ palace,” 
_ their' paſt -profeſſions of Chriſt will 'make thenvehinkir! 

ard;- 5 SY 2 $93.3 Luc, FI 11% 

'T have done with © che Subje& or' thing ſpoken of (viz. ) the” 

means of - mans Salvation, the Gate ,: the way -to liftz 1 muiſt now. 

piſſe »nts the Predicate-ovthing ſpoken: of this Gart and Way,/Thepog.w 
ail thatas, it "i; Borait land narrow. TS. O02 C3! el £1.57 3% 3, dos 
This predicate Quehdeclarsthepropertyofthe palſagewntoGlory: 

it irftraif & narrow ores ſome, ſtrait & loweeloſe Erhittle,asothers, or 

ſerious, e&forrews ful: ſay -othersIcis — afeofjto make 

knwon theDiffcufty,6Danger which docizarrend Travellors inthe 
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Wayto\ife Echappinefezasa Rrate Garecantorbeenterab with eaſe ©» 
nor without fiooping and/many; rfimes abery 0 mans ſelf of 
alt things ſaperfſtious;and maiiy times many ings neceffary; nor 
cin men walk ig'a aafzow way with any great pleaſure or free- : 
dome,noot withoue firiving and preffiig many rimes, to the 
pinchmeg of thewr bodyes nadiperptexingeteir mind hvw<o: paſs - 
forwaiYy and waksthvifwiythrough untoche attainmentofthe - 
defired end; undan Varrivali iccheir intended places of life, and 
reſt? ſack\is mans” eftate intebe uſt of: the means of Grace for the 
obtajinment - of Glory, his entrance into. and . walking in 
Chriſt Jeſus. du#iiLords Heafen! is not bad with fo much eaſe as; 
moſt men imagine, andthe light negligent carriage of toomany 

Ba Chriſtians 


Heb.12,7. 


T Tim.s, 
17,18, Ig. 


T C 23) 

Gn Hanb gar porbaſoeutle ee? Religiohtmmota bufineſ:of. 

Et OTE $0:f0}lotnaud” wainitainmas many dream ayd, lips . 
poicya Cariltians © or yerlition: ts not lpcſnjuath and current. as. 
many. da-canceyes Qin: the Gare: of righteouſtcls is mare- 
ftraity the ay. of [toline({s2i5 mg parre : hich who will enteric, 
myK {4p thenfelyesohal lupeoiiuicies of ifin, ant yprldly. hb;., 
ſus 1997 fl epft githe, works of darkneſs and a Jihatifn,, 
witches 1 paſrth-hein bout grand; calt-abroad theig worldly.come,, 
forts: being fead neo diſtrobuce; ay ling to-communicate, (&ljag | 
that wwich ghey:havetÞ giveunto the poor 5, lomerimes the;pal-,, 


an mw a oo aa cy ry 


ſage may be 6 {Þnjb, thac they myſi.fhrip chemſelvesof theirvery; 

negeliaries; Lands, Living Friends, Houfes:Brechr en,;Sifters,. 

Vafes Glidten, Ald dateing: (alf f without hich, they candor ; 
PlatleGod,jorpiieſlinthe way, to life. )Lying dead inthe way by-: | 
pielliagfor-mocign, and progre(Fin the courſeaf Chriſtianity, is, | 
many 44me3the event af the Saints labqur, and their ,2Rual. for- | | 
malgntanceinto-tie Cityloflife::npr doth;the fraizne of this | 

#9 'er narrowngsgh this wayjcalb far, .and more; negrfiitzte. the - 

ou]+2 hethts Arpped;then that when thug. itfdo;jl(o-ft:oÞ, bow | 
down, bend unto the very dui, and creep on its very belly: the 
ll muft be Erbdued wito;refigned ftþ.to Gods ul, 3g doing, in 

ſufferings Thy .! be, done is chEChildgs oply,cryz andin hea- 
Iſai. 55.75,085/W4}: WS WOſtbecomeCGhidrengliteleGhildren s.Mansreaſon.; 

T © mot be reſigned u to divine Rewwation :: The wicked; way mult - 
forfakghis awnybilights /33well avthe inrighteaus man his wayes.c 
Naamans proud heart muſt fioop:eo the Prophets. counſe}, and: 
waſh in jForgzx,-or:he mutt: not loſe. his Leprofie ©:Gods,Ward 
muſt cat down everysmeginstizh, and every bigh thing mebich exalts : 

2 Cor-10. 6h1is :ſelf; agginfitbe knemkagesf: God: nnd bring intocaptivity every; 
$» thaught wnto: the abrdzense of Clriffur Whoſogver will walk with, 
God,nfift wak hun dip with God 53 Chriſtians inheavens way mutt - 
like Chriſt, far at Godr-will-ainder the: rage of mgn,' bow down . 
under the fury of .the Oppreſfac:, -arid let the wicked paſſe over , 
__ Taemthey nivſt ſamecnnes;give;theit beck t3.the pyttergand their-: 
Yal. 50.6. cheths to themwbrpluck;affithe hair: theyemnſt nothide- 2bein; face; 
from: ſhame: end: ſpitting 31ahey»muſt ih many perplexities ! paſſe, 
1nco the- poſſeſſion: ofcLife and Gory: :. - Heavens way; 1s not. 
high: enough for. finfullman3to ſtand - upright in : they-.muſt 
proceed with (pain arid grieh,; afliftien; 2d anxicty: for ftrait; 
Yn8mo2 10989! ied 303% EST ani of bes eSi17. $15 5 fs 
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3. 

{the » fate 42d" marrow a. 3) ; which leatetb . whto. hfe; | 
LULL WED $3.4 {7 £35: 16 Pe 1 ans L 1316 P=OAMNDES BY ty 
ik bis Gage 58 ſaid to beftrait, and this wayinavrew, in many ree:'; 

ſpefts,'or for many reaſons, which che learved do obſerve pon; . 

tas. Text; a$ becauſetit is refRoyastrto, mnt reaſon, - dit eftfell to... 

mans!luft;and affeitions, attended withidiſtreſs great and muny afligie » 
en; 2 :6very of i thee reaſonsart true, and goat demonſtrations of - 
the Wifficulty:of mans ſalvation: ;but I ſhall not infalt npon them, 
but. propeſeco your - conſideration one whicn 15 mare: proper, | 
and is molt ſpecially intended inthe Text...  _ 7 
FORE a4 A JF et Ns 


; Berair 3s the:gzte, .and narrow. 35 the, way: to-life,: for itis ters. ; 

mizated,. Gmited,y hb: unded;/and:refirained x this. gate and way i$an ) 
Exclofare';: on: each: tide of whichare Boungs which. cannot: be » 
brokeruwichour danger ; there are Limitations whichicannor be - 
Jeft-in :(afery-: and this is the reaſon of a]l. that difficulty and 3 
danger, anguiſh, affliction, to which men are expoſed , becauſe: 
they maſt: walk; move forward within ſuch fri. hounds, and 1 
narrow. Limits, and may not, cannot with.any ſafecy tyra back,.or ) 
turnafide; when once entred into this ſtrait gate and narrony 
WF =. 6 © 1. : | Mw EL. #14 b 3 ob ad 
. "= * Bf ON | 34S 

Mans invention is indeed a. large Field; and. commian, Road ; 

but Gods will-is's' ftrait gate and narrow way ::that onc@revealed,? 
than is by and toitreſtrained, and may-not turnafidefrom Jtnn-; 
totheright hand,or tothe left : mans paſlage towards heayen ts; 
like unto the paſſage into a priſon, or rather a Palace, where the. 
entertainment is by 2 low, little Wicket , to which men: mutt 
ſloop , andin which they cannot. enter with anything [ſuperfiy-: 
os: and the progrels ts over a narrow Bridge open on; both 
fides,0n-whichif a man.dornot mevewith cautionand /circum= 
ſpe&ion,and tread with even ſteps,he will tumble info the ditch; 
one wry Gtep may prove his ruine.: Holizeſs 1s like Forathan's 
motion ro-kill che Philzftizes upon an high rock, by a narrow 
path, '6ezel? fide of which isa'precipice, and in which they Tas 
not- go but muſt-creep* on their-handsand knees 3” Godlineſs is a 
moſt TEgular miliration,' in which the Soldiers:arekept cloſe 
to order, commiſſion: and. inſtruEions not co: move | onNe foot 
withont or, 'beyond . the” ſame. : Mareſcallo the French General 
UI) oe 9ST 2 VS 15101 TIB$: + : av 1hiod 31: tai 


o- © pee - 
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| C44) 
fick Knixhted « :Scach Soldier--torareminent forvies he Had 
done, and then beheaded him, for doing it without co and 
the Ad&God who blefſed the hone. vt Obed-Edoms: for encertaine 
ingthe Arke, made « Peres Unzs for Vaxe's. prefuming: irregula- 
rityto uphold it when haken'in the'Crzrt, and indanger to fall; fin» 
cerity in' Sa Jity is a moſt ftraicliae: in: which no. part iscrooked; 
ati upright man goeth-right forward in Gods way,without bend»: 
ing 0n either hand; Chrijtxenity is x; clear Criticilme; : true Res: 
ligion js reduced to a narro # \peint; thefe are on bothdands be-' 
ſet with fin 3 good is the Counce)l of Wifdomes. twrne . xot to the- 
right or left hand, remove thy foot from evil, Pro. 4, 2 What the hea- 
_thea'conclude of morall 'vartae, inmoſt true of Chriftian Graces 
(ix medio;colfiſtit virtus ) erue virtue is the narrow. midle way,the, 
extreams of which-in defe& or excefle aremanifeftand notorious; 
vice-Itis all one in nature-to fhoart ſhort, or wide of the-perke; 
£6 be daſhed on Sls or Charybdir, ta looſe Salvation by propha» 
nelle,; or ſuperſtition; co ſubvertthe faith,by ignorance or exrar;; 
t6.:root up the Church by perfebntion or feperation; to deffroy: 
GodsworſhipbyTrreligionor mnovatiopto walk evenily,tolanldiezn 
dily- between thaſe / extreams and: works: which are-on each 
thand, bic labor, hoc opus, is an hard piece of work, which will 
cauſe much care. charge and pains, | 
: Irafinot bucobſervecthe'Scriptire Record idech:repreſent the 
Sdints:irxeRrity to: have:been pradved, andapproved by an cxa& 
obedience uv ſome. narram Oriſts, (pecial AG. ahd particuler 
poinr;/ 'in 'which -chey. weremoſt cloſely Pincheds The whole 
ns too:large afield for mans: obedience in. inuocency his 
willipg:ſubjefgion t the ſoveraign. power of: his Creatars mult 
be proved by the;pmnch of aze firddey tree, whilſt all in-their firk 


ereatiou:werg; appointed; -and:all athers were [eft eommon, and 
free'umey hindi” Nogh muſt bethe Predcher *f righteonſneſs, by pres 


aring the #ikeCan improbable inftirument to-ſaye himorhen thy 
en hull over«ewhelm -Houſes, and mountains) Abraham 
may foHlow God he kyowsnot whether, bur muſt he approved 
cheFobeifebr faithful, by hoping atiove.bvpe, upto the lagrificing 
efhicies, ary We nar ws a ny: ohy Which 5 
vnely xemarkable ain one' point, he. ebarged x2t:God foplafhly 3. we 
have ao heard of the paſſions. of Fob, he; curſed the day of bis 
bicth, butheun/ed xd. his. Gel; he: cbajlenged, but he charged 
Sat che Lord! Davids feith wag aStproved by his loyalty, his ene- 
; | mies | 
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| C1) | | 
at ll mics hea was in his hand, whey 41s hence! fmote himmfGrchering 


officae'Lap of his garment; 'what fe{H1 cel yorof Myer; of Fort- 
-mizb,; br \Nanizl; of the three Children,of the whole: cloud of 
witneſſes, whoſe faithis found fmcere-by a fmgle point of obedi- 


ence, Heb. 1x. Chriſtianity is a moſt narrow Crifis, and muſt be 
welland warily di;cerned; 1 cannat but wonder to fear ſome men 
when convincingly pinched by a diſtia& diſcovery of their devi- 
ation from 'eruth, and-piety, 'cry out againſt difinFions a6 Anti- 
chriſtian :and impious ::tell ehem they wuſt giſeern between 
Chrehes, Miniſters, Ba; tines; for cheſe contradiftionic,or con- 


| trary 'Conftitucions -Canace' be Chriftian, andicarry-to heaven; 


theywiltcattgffallpabbility of! conviftion by crying oittagaint' 
gidel: diftinftions 11 matzerr of -Retigion z I muſt tell. ſuching no 
-cai&pthethar Rae | ory: aiſtingwit, bexe docet )-diftin& ion is 
-mans dite&tion, hold gaod fo mucty as in; the caf&of Religion! 
andSzglvatiun, which is many times won or Joſt, npon a'vitce and 
arrow: poinr,. «zz on: noticing an Apple, butchering or not 
\kitchevitiyag only San :ſuely who pretend to move mm heavens 
way withour:«&ift:&ior, march witlr confidence,- arid ſecurity to. 
deſtru&ion}; diftiaGtion'is therario formalis of the ftrait gute, and” 
narrow way 3tno- difficulty, ue _—_ ina way, which neederh 
no:difinirg faving Grace is a diſcerning - Spirit; the (pirituzl 
man is a 4iſcerner of the thing af God; diftinii;on iy theoyely de-" 
monſtratiaa vf fincerity, and ſoundneſs in thefai th's Hereftes wut 


vome, that they who are: ſound may be made manifeſt; my ſheep” keow | Cor. 11; 
my wice, laich Chriltz Fhe devil is: often turned into an Angel of "i 9e"* 


light tg-eagagetheEletof God to careful conflerate diftin&h- 


on; the Sparit- of Ged ſhall fometimes rempe the diftingaiſhing, . . .-- 


power of Conts prople;, triie fie miift be wfproved,- by a nicks vr nitt> 
row:poine of obedience inevery condition, 2nd relution;/iavoy-" 


ding.all deviationi, as well as defedtr; and this cannorbevbferved-*@'! *- 


ifnot difcerned; there is a ſimplicity of the Guſpel, fromi'which we” 


muſt nothe.beguiled, 2 2r#h of the Goſpel according to which we-: ©: © 


muſt walk wiehright Reps ,.the:outler of. diftin@in, is the inlet” 
of de/ufion; negle& to difcernthetrath that you may:ea brace it in” 
thedoyg of itz>andyouthall eaſily: believe hes iithe Caurinns in * 
Scriptureareto no Purpoſe to men who caſt offddiftinftion; take” 
ved what yiu bear, beware of the leaven of the Phariſees and the like; 
We in/ignificart diretions to men of no diftinffp»: I po 


(On 0s 


; eflace in 


EC 3- 
of 95findflog,iwill make pal 200 | Conforniift, a5>w81b 33 thoſe 
F11onohney Heb.top fs. werk fofurl nn-communicant ::there is no 
which-we are in the world, :which is not: on beth hand; 
-bounded:with fin: are we Profperons? it is a; narrow. point: to: re. 
- ceive the: Creatures of - God with thanksziving, to uſe them 
humbly and with ſHbriety,not unto pride aud tyranny, {ſecurity 
- and carnal] confilence, in the caſting off God,or contempt of our 
- brethren: With diſeretion:ro eſteem, enjoy, and uſe:them- as Gd; 
: £094; bleſſings, and ;yet. not to abuſe them | co the fatisfa&tion of 
our {enſial Juſt, and the entangling of our ſouls in fin: How Hard 
:dowe find ir, in' the day of affliction, and-diſt:efle; to (un Gn 
ul}, ſenſeleſſe- Apathie, Stoicall fzpidiy,and impatient! enxich, 
PE1rcing grief or fear, heatt-perplexing, God-provoking Carts 
.ayd; Complaints, nut to lay alide, nor let our /naturall paſſions 
break out, beyond the bound3of ſobriery ;- reaſon or Religion; 
ito fear without freeting-diſcerne danger without diffidence, to be 
-A1gry-Without +234; to grieve without grudging: to mourn with» 
+QUE 772%772g, tO be: firickerniand: ſmitten of Godg:afflivted. all 
he daylong, and ei in-(enceg without repining: or charging 
Ged foaliſhly : or:: charging \piety- eo be perplexing Folly £ but to 
Jay our Mouthes in: the duſt:ainder our opteſſed Innocency, be- 
icaule; the Lyid vath: done.'it: to-be :reviled; of men; andinot to 
-rgvile again'y to be; iopprefied and. .pesſecured;: yet\free: frons re- 
-Henge x\$O\hlefle them that: chr/e: 325, amd pray. for them aho de 


2 7 fpirefully-offf ns; is'2/leflon noveaſily learned: eruly (frienth,;'my 
<r 2; Xpenencehath found itz ftrait Gates #narrow. way; to retain 


" q#ickand: lively ſences, under the ireſtraint of a. lively faith © to fear 


nd grieve; and yepinor fly imtheface of men, or forget: Godipl 


» 


Iſa, 42.2 5 MRS. 7 TOTS r i 
5 ""oannat bite abſervs mae m affi:Ctions'is manifeſt 1prohaneffe; 


Jer. 5. 3. 


andynpatiency is.no lefle then impion : God agarivatethTfrael 


 Iprophaneſſe- by their - Stupidity» and ſhamefull. Apathy: mben fie 


ſet thein an fire round about, they knew it nt: Jr burned them and 


Ia 22. 12they layed i193 10 heart, he. obletvethas an argument of: infer- 


13,14. 


Hbilicy under his.hand? He: complaineth of them, as impudencly 


 ampiguts;berauſe when they \wete ſtriker they did ;n grieve: He 


ciangech it as 'an iniquity! indetible to be merty and Jovis 
allin Feaſts, andfufl expteſlions of joy, when! his providence 
and their perplexing ſtare doth call jor Weeping and' moyrnint: 


If, I5. 12 $1d_on the ocfier hand: he rebukethy exceſſe of paſſion as no 


FR 


elſe prophane: Who Art thou that art affraid of the furry of the op- 
preſſor 


T PEN | 2 * 70? £0 fear 1$ inhumpne ; to 


* ſor ; 
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Fe withabs faithyis Undhriftian; not to care is contrary to reaſon, 

's care anto vexations diffidence, concerning tuture events, 15 Con= 


on; not, to mourn in, mifery is Incongruous to 


crary COTCuE Religi 
ſence and reaſon) to mourn as without hope js 


men, (Fubjeds 


:1congruOus £0 Ebriftans , in whom reaſon 15 re&ifyed, and di-. 


reſted toexpedation of a better change. The nature of patience 
doth charge fin on both extreams, it preſuppoſeth, it preſervech 

Tons. exiſtent; whilſt it aboundeth» reſtraineth, regulateth the 

me; we have heardof the paſſions of ob ; 1 could never under- 
Fmdthe patience, and. meckneſs of alefaftors , who ſuffered 
theutmolt ſorrows,: Under the greateſt , moſt manifeſt Guile, 
vithout the: leaſt of grief, or fear, commotion of mind or per- 
plexing a rehepſtons Yea underthe greateſt oftentation of joy 8& 
peace, being caynonized by their friends for Martyrs, on the on- 


ly ground of their confidence : which (to. the: Blaſphemy. of; 


Ghrifttaniry: andiits:Martyrs) they call Chriftian courage, ſure 7 


beſriving in whom ebey Had nat ſeen, were in beavineſe under a 
kind of grief, threugh manifold temptations”; and they who truſts 


& inthe living: God, \who -haddelivered, and would deliver : 
were-bpthe yowes ofcheirgelions preſſed out of meaſure, anduubooe . 
thets $irangth 4 a;daedeportmemt in every condition.as men, and 
Clniftians: , is 2-arrg}; firgits: an; eſtave of great dithculty anQ-: 


'dinger; the ſame boatjds ad ftait. Limitesartend onr relatiors 
and the dutyes thereof; How bard for Subjedi (as lincere David) 


toretain. Loyalty and affeion-towards..oppreſiing. perſecuteing 
Princes 7:/ How dard. fot Servents-to! be ſubje& to their Maſters, : 
noteaely.the mes and gentle bye fo t6 the:froward ?:to do / 
wetland ſufles for.jic patiently, -ivan hard ſaying, who -can bear. : 
ic: This :$traitneſs Attends-our whole Converſation, and the 7 
courſe of our liyes. In commen-as Chriftians ; to continue Comm 
moron with Chr ifkt Church, under many and- great Corrupcions,and : 
not to "comply with and; confermey ano; ſinfullimpoſitions; rot to: 
liens Gods Qcduienges) when: made grieviewr to the Sonl by.hu-'" 
mane Appendants, and difordet, fdt to :ceaſeithe offerings of the ! 
Lord,” when the .prophanelſs  anad-violent- diſorder of (the :: 


Sors -; of -Ehe; make; then ilnath the fame 3; 'to-hedr them who 


ſa\z'r. but «d$6-not; : oge]5: i becaunſe>they: -are in: 2ſes chair, 7 

to-bewate:of: theleaven).of..> che  Phariſes; being bound! ro": 

bear 3bew; whocordidatily teach: for : do&rinesithe traditions of 
| =” 


men 


(** 


an uo 
mer;and'wuks thewerdof God re fic! edriediy Tl, ng 
:;3 nnder its'impurity, ard ated Gopel-minif0rs lg prophanefibs 
jects to be zealons tor hes”, ver ctpgAdeRCa. inco, or fir 


king hands with fe patationgishie iwbor bost opm toreligioty hearty 
whowalk uprightly aceordingto the eracwof the Goſpel atraiy 
gate, 4 narrow way; & narroW Geifisagd point of dury Irie Cans 
not'be declined without datger, fin tying os burh hands ,: by des 
fe&, or excel; to deſtroy us; the way -t> heaven: is parently if | 
Trait and nar-ow ,- becaule chns domded and termanated'; -aud fort 
this reaſon our: Saviour doghdechire ir fo tobe. fl. ® 
+ in chis Sermey, our Saviduruetbadiret dxakk vbediegceinicos 
narrow Crifiz,andplacepaFetiay m a ftraiepunttitio-. The:fcope 
and drift of the Sermon i8cro fhew the bognds 8nd licmitsof the 
way of life;the reftraincs of Revtigioiywhich che error and{ſuper- 
ſtition:of the Jews had broken:Uowna, eo the facilitating of their 
Fe cteaten tf [ hs HS <0 X 199 4 F LASTING z 
1 His imoft pleafing Prefece propenivdech poutrry off Spinis. 5; mamrn» 
ing;nbokneſ;pivity nad perſecution, md thelike pers] tving, propro: 
tits,” as Condicions of the Beazilanter he doch deviare 2 Higabrefles 
on/ unto duty begin with adeterminationuF EINE SIR: 
#th-thi Jeaft of. theſe Commendennints: hall be leaf 32 the Kithealime: if 
Heaven': and {0 proceeding eq terminate: duty by a%leu expoke 
tibu of the haw he: placerireee dreneho 0f-xHe>Lam nw ilktele, 
 njrrow poimne;- Mtarchier i tecerrgineth in” 2 'fcrufulowadit ge 
fare : Adultery'iw the coftof! chegyb +:Diſbbeditnice in the: gd: 
— prophbaning Gods-Naice 'if-3 pic and 3ravid. 
=6::che wile mattersof his Sermon act mo Rrift Rules; in 
che obſervation wherevfihe gar perk: Qion, tibGmilitudeto 
God -1atid in chis very Fextthe fraud iv oppoſed tothe wile Cats, 
the narrow (torhe hroad way', thewey of finisanoper Coinmn, 
the champian ground, ia which chemighty Nantersagainft 'the 
Lord doe ſport themſelves without any tmits= bur che way of 
Sandtjty is an Encloſure, apafkge peritions, fickle, difficuir,dan» 
gerous, it which -men caunor move wichont fear and care, with 
bon crys — | _ arage rl whe finatt and 
ſuſfering;withour prefbo ving,and-yer aucof.itthey may 
pre e® Sendai cercgin rumes *12.(.. 
The way © Heaven i5u red Sea paſſage, in: which: there is no 
paſtbjlity of Merion nntofaferyandlite;- bur byogoitig forwards. 
for ernjemies axe behind ; ant walls of. water doe ou tabhs fide-en-: 
Hoſe us, if wegivebatk thecenemirs will deftroyub;y; cre "9=q 
_ = ep 


a nin a wa... OY 


(19) 
ov akide. but the Sea will drowg us sz by going forward we 11) 
_ MR a wilderneſs march/, and many egcounters with cha 
"2: Ml ſons. of Azeck,. and the Kings -of , the Countries ; through 
which wetravel.; but weare ſure-atlaſt to arrive atthe Land of 
V life and promile, for frait is the gate and nerrow is the way , which 
"0 leadeth unto life - Tr 


I'Can  -* . ON Eap k ck 
my WS | hereto e with the explication of this Propoſition: before 1 
= paſito application, Lihall note and but note unto-you the Argite 
| ments which doe. convincingly demonſtrate that ftrait is the gate, 
and zarrow is the way which leadeth xnto life, and 1 {hall not wander 


co ſeek them,they are ſuggeſted inthe Text, and are theſe. 


heard before. is aneſtateof exeelleycy, its obtaiamentand effeing 
muſt needs he by means of: intricacy z difficulty is inſepa;ably atten» 
dant on dignay : the-paſſage intoa Princes Pallace is not common 
or eaie., but-by many ſtrait gates and dack-entries.c- Pebbleslye 
common vn the ſurface of the earth , but Pearlesare hidden in 
'the bowels thereof, and muſt be digged ont with difficulty.and 
dan dah wx bs here be any more ſaid to-convince; you, that 

7 vcr and Flojioals 5 a ftreit gate and narrow way,then tore you 
it leadeth nnto glory? this eſtate was not-purchaſed withoue the 
Lord Jeſus coming from Heaven, -being tempted by che Devil, 
tormented by men, forſaken by God,. and his paſling through the 
ficaics of a ſhameful curſed death - aadcan we thinkit ſhould lie 
comma and open without guard or. enclofune,for:any thatywill, 
when they will, which way they will co enter. into ? It 1s beJow 
its worth, :and ſhould expoſe iCunto contempt. >: 


Y $ & 


one, aud 'ris bug one. Inthis way we muſt go toHeaven, and out of 

_ this way me, cantigr ger. 60 Heavens Gngalarity is alway attended 
with dffuleybechns way never ſo foul &ciceſom, never tedi- 
pu3 and. trou elom, we hayeno;ether wayinuvkich we can walk 
to this end - all confinement is croſs to mans ſpirit « How ace wen 
affrighted frem,and affiied in the wayes of godlineſs, becauile of 
reproach of fingularity? which (ſhould be rather their induces 
mentand encouragement to perſeverance withall diligenie; for 
eHeirs of Heaven are ingulars:, not everyone that creeth.. Lord, 
Leg: the way coHeaven is ſingular,but one encloled;oreſciibed 
Waygthough our gorcupt marure be diſpoſed torun at liberey,and 
Prophaneſs will beanno reſtraint, yer-ve muſt know we 2:uſt keep 
£loſe to Gods Gommandemehts,and *ajk.in theone wayzthe one 
er 1} o- | G& 2 


—_= v.77 


*. oe. 


gate 


Life is the end unto which this way doth lead, and that you Arg. t, 


_ .,* This. Gate and way. is firait and- narrow-,: becauſe fingular "is 4/9, } 


_— ———=— l _ - 
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Gat@ofhfs/ appointment unco: life; Nitore 4rath '' mate thang 
waye*'to © deith,- and | biitone vay of 'difficitity and dabSeF ts 
paſſe ihto He, and cortipe” natiire can-andidort create many? 
 wayescoHelS birthe guift'of Gods eternall ife;tobe dbtainet 
In; atid&by that: ve, and onfy-way; which he lath dererminated 
bounded and revealed.  - _ CT Ae, ON" 


”_ V 


/ 5Fhis-Gate - ant way:td -Hife<is 
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esand vark- 


eſtly:to preſſe forward-in-che ftriit- gatearid'nars- 
TOW WAY. ; vj - 16332 1002 .Þf 2B Log 12773 


 My..beloved; be intreated ſerioufly* to refleX upoi your 
thought;s that flrait is the Gate; and narrow is the way thet "lexacth 
#ntolift; and let difficulty, perſuade ,: provoke your” diligence 
conſfder: the. words and:exhortation of our Saviour 5 enter iz dt- 
the ſtrait gate,;and narrow way, fo our Evangelifts, doth reporc'it: 
but Luke reporteth it, (tive to exter-intat the fy#is Gate: The diity | 
ts the. ſame 1n-both theleFyangelifis;cthoughithetifferent —_— 
Db 6-3 £ ns. 


4 | - - 


nh, 


CL I CE. 
fs dn which Tt-was perfiraded; cauſed ſome difference ie 
iotybutborkteheFentencesare- eonfiderable abd have theif 
aph## 4s $6-Mir4; preſents.ir eo wi5jitguideth our choice Keaffe hiv 
ofst0 HHbYat?'; according to'$H2 Lakgitprovokethionr'indaftiyin 
purſuioFonr choſen'obje&t,- that #e may not miſs th-attain the 


 en#* centet in'atthe-ſtrair-gare; that is, chufe; andaffeRionately 


embzx6e tht way of danger and difficalty ; it whictkyor cinnoc 


wrovevntnoue exfenndt co; witholic courageand confideration, 


vitheur preſſing andiperplexity ;'akehough your nathre cannot 
bur affeteaſt', defireto walkat large, reli under the'very 


rhou glits'of reftraint, and regulation :be wiſe,be welladvifed by 


mo (ich our Savionr.): who have, and know the iffites of lifciand 
den yo ulegyyony hoes anddire& youtfeer nts chefond way, 
firgitigart apd Harm parhs';* caſt your'ſelyegunger divine dive 
00; :paſſeyour'lives inan-exaft vbſervancy of divimePreſtrept?- 
0s; receive the'yoahk,. abidethe bonds of the Lord Feſits Chrift ; 
ﬀecline the'way with, and*in which fleſh and blood 1s ſo mucli, fo 
watpleaſed;and refign up your mind, will;affetionga8i6ns ant! 
paſſſons,to the reftraincs of Rexſergco-theregulation of Retighbri: 
aurerable to chisExhortation:is onr Saviowrs Afgnment,drawh 


from'theead4uunto whiekthis ftrait gate doth teal c© It Jeareth teri: 
#hife 22s if he fſtontd-have ſaid, you ſee before you differetic 


w—_ yorare to make your choice,be by me adviſedito'confidet, 
tha #orl way, and wideyatd; Dade j6 deftrution ;, but this ftrait 
gate andnartow-way leadetÞuntolife © guide therefore yout affe&\- 
-ons by thei ead you aimtiat ;/iand enter inatthe firait Gate,” (I 
this dayiſet before you life and death, chute you which you w1ll 
take-:-] cannot but tef} you," if you embrace; the broad way, fol- 
low themulſtitudeto do'evil; pleaſe your own lofts; atid live as 


.you liſt; without regard xo; of reſtraineiby Gods holy Wardzyou 
: hall enjopproſeds caſt, and: furwre 


9 F. 

9-wniſery + but if pou! d&- 
eine this broad way, and enter the ſtrait Gate, deiiy yourſelves, 
enter the way 'of Gods Commandements, and wa}k uprightly in 
tem, not corning «fide tothe right or left hand; you mnſt in- 
deed. undergo:prefent. hardfhip ,- but ſhall hereby'attain mnto, 
arrive at eternal happineſs. OO FIDE SY P55 I 

Letthe end,the laſt in your enjoyment be the frſithing'ingour 


- ntentioh.,.and you -caanor ſtick in your thoughts wharto'chuſe 2 


who will not labour forlife , rather then lie ſtill and die ?*' Who- 
vill notpaſs ſome ſtraitsto- poſſes ſuchglory, rather: then live 


ip gleafureandoſealvation foriever?: who at the day ofjudye- 


Mmene 


(22) 
went will-nct chaſe the porejonofi, A4rary before that of Dine 
How.ſad a.check is.i6.49' Pives comforts 30 bear. the Lord ſaygilby 
_ dftipwibygridithings Put foalt he bereofter tormented/How revivig 
efreſſing i54t; ta poor Lexorke.; toknow the Lord Jooketh on | 
low-eftate,and reſglveth,that be, in ih life afflied, (hall bein 4 
brohams bejomee ahupdatiily comfirtes, coſt what it can, beit neverſy 
Kraitandoarrom,enterpnatihe ſtrait gate,it/eadeth ants Jifes.... 
i: According to-Ste Lake, Spnive faqnter in at the ftraitgate 3 entering 
ta it; for Jife-is the end of #tgſtrive unto this entraiige for. youls 
:bourFox 4fe , and that callech for the utmoſt d iligence and vis 
lenge ofendeavours : frive not feebly.aud cape pO with forg 
jand vigor z-preſs forward in. itwith ſtrength and yivacity ,. with 
Power ano. perplexicy-: Rrive unto, and again, until you ſires, 
-ugtil you bleed againg; preſs. incothis-narrow: pallage, until you 
.beammured and periſh, if need forequize-, ſtretch. your. limb 
:Untilyou be notable to ſtand; watk-wicth,wait os God,untill ag 
after you are weary ; you cannot live with, God unleſs you lov 
God,yon canaoe love (God upleſyyeu embrace him; purſue hin 
.Withal your beart, with all yurmighty with el your fon, mich ay 
oſireug;b ©y0u feck ſalvationahough iinuct wages, you mui wor 
for it, workout: yout otvn ſalvation with fear anderemblinggwith a fea 
 .of diligence, notof diflideace and:defpondency ; 2 Iſrods 
.Jor vill, make a curſing Balaamrery oats: Ob thet.L might die th 
: deatb,of the righteods,. and that myy latterend night be like hs; burcth 
- Labariots life of the rightequs can qu[y(eaure the gppreecth which 
1 Paſſegh into #erprol life. Heaven jenothad with a wes finger: ſhart 
; winded wiſhes will never ſet any incbe havenof everlaſting hap 
-pinels- cheſlorhful in Chriftientty cannevec inberieche promile 
Fe kingdome of Heayen ſuffers vaqlenge,the violent rake 7t by fora 
i{g#t:{0. asto ger yictory,{aruwrFasto obmſn;lomrefile'ss to. prevail 
1p ffriqevs $o.be abletoenrer the Rrair gapezfor frartizr the gated 
_ narrw ietheapay that lengthened fifec. on uo og inet 
; | . Give me leave to inforce this genera} Exhortatian,uato: anin 


. duftrious; prefliag on. !in holineG, 'and heavens way, -by ſomefe: 
 mobiemyhich may perfirade. withyou,: :and meke-you ſec th 


necefſhty thereof. Sig 46? }.o 502 Js Svi:f 
, - Conlidet cherefore 2 -05:2y6u33 5HoOy DEV 233 bers $0330 0 
RE, ;Hea ens Way is an berdzaygitis a way. of difficels be walk 

edin with diligence:ic js n-way:of dexper, muſt be traverſed with 
- EaTE: tis, way of dolowr and ditfeGmuft bethoved inwitl 4/#: 
. F#4(Z and dſcretzm: Heavens way oankirt wayy(beodife us fol 
—— hare 


- 
» 
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(33) 
Fave heir Tt 18 forth Boatetand 92, coheofudeich thers ibis 
Riding on Eithet file; with the lea Ls 2 Beſktefeliat, "cis 
thitstard in it elf, "it is made 'ffof@tiorit by theſC thin! whitte 
nd it, br rather #1 in! the Edtraride nts this Srruit: Gate: 21d: 
Ry way for it istoevery' the Sohs of mens. /' 
ay of obſenrity; hard tofinde ot; har 26.be' travelled in, it-is Hetvens | 
MEFs "Great i61bs miſtery of Godlneſſe? Mifferier are not eaſily un-! GG . 
bh AT it 18 2 peculiar © priviledge; a ſpecial ifavourt & .guift . 
from heaven, from God, to kw the miſteries of the Kingdeme of 1 Tim. 3, 
__ his 15 not obivious to every eye; the natural mn receiveth 16. 
me rhingy of God, for they art ſpecially lifeetnett tlvisway obſcure 
8, Ig, W Fol aol t whR Rn SO cratt is Mar. 13+ 
|. an tle, not Ca diſcerned? the fort B35 fo 4, are to'be "7: 
lowed, bue cheir EE oo] is fo licle CL ps Ire Joon \ Worn OT Ns 
*; amples-of exa@t obedienceare very femi.Qne Neab.{t ſeryine © 
eres Neat: his own appomeme:n I$che Preacher - 
ps AY heal wotld, eos M8; e :patrerhe of 
E'\j(M Taiz "2, Me ZH Mae "one 
for patience, Lis 274 Ws AÞ40 ngular,, } 
have trodden, the trafts of pars Tx ip An way to Hea- 
yeh: and Rs agrire robe found with moſtdiligeat ſearch 
s ofened Fi Bow: -th thisobſcure orabre otldets way-to life! 
any hr eacite; "AM" Hnbi5;" whiefe do arte 
| big ES, nce, abd Yarlafion of nx: Coh= 
; ihoW,in-a married 2. ho to carry 
ry a z'proſperous ſtate, how to carry in ſo- 
nd vatie 6f Rep y 29 Carcy iſh folitudes? how oo 


et Ron: Wes dit A oo apr mn Gods: Ordi- 
neg R daty of z _ 
and of a. mbar tothe, F OW. ALES W.-. 
purity; and ho [co preſec®e, he, Eh FA 1e wn 9.00 how to 
advance 'che power of fx pogo add dow CTIIIS 


out.ſelves By Godt (f hances, Fred confuſed corrupt! difor= 
decly.. prophane, adm a Noe haw t6peiceive,” 
and pe: e:thy Gribs Q il Les out, and 

to 'bepatinto are —_ -112d SR, relent providence, [4 as. 
we fi>imofliron eicher hank, are: ſuch gaſes of conſcience, 
and doibts of finite” whiely muſky:buc cannot (with eaſe, nor. 
vithougomaca diligence, and difficulty Þbe; refolzed;for. 07 


giidagce i in the ſtrait narrow pathes, which led to life and glory. 
Yet again conlider this obl[cyre, untrodden and perplexed way 
b© 


-Acavens 


" Ephe. 6. 


Gal. Fe. 


k :"of the det wr rnd he: people be begin - Peter le 
an hard mattes to,walk up rightly. according to the cruth of 7 
Goſpell, the Deviltransforming lymſelf jnro An Angell of light 
is uot ſoongreaſily diſcerned, or diſcovered, good men may be 
catched with. jerror, yea eel quit nd: Remaber ggodimen, and 
* 2" Minter mayÞe Ys Res 9p Cs o rerhs of fedn ers; for the Hdfe 
0/1 ES appear glen 6 Eleſws Ebrift 0 rovake cn 
J jo ior Ale phe ® arrovf Bounds of grabs pry Gr Facs hor diſcerned, 
c 


. " withour/m "i 
. This'isa way of ob vey how i Cttnteys is aconflone nil 


way Oppc= toon MieGors Je mutarionof humane affgirs Og ,wolrd rhe. Cavern _ of 
.inG 


ſd. hots. 1 Rog A Lomb by | he cop 

Pg Fr pe | 

Goje SI god 5chife Hel ; 

they pc a'rreat pov of affli Mfrs pit 

bur\by the pecſairiof. Eexpe,: c op 
the: os yileg Fn f nth dndives 
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2 [pri rf OTH 


[opal 7 
oft wx yore) 


= 
be abſeto' EI porltir me [Devilc Oh go roySap e er ' gafrow 
way; _ our hands.ipuſt; h-w and curopen, tie. way ; in which ourfi 

A Cs GAR iff: aþisway izyer he ed y Ir EEE =, 
broean _ Ceprad TEN i# pre | 4 

Rom, 8 mabny mn is KY ooo my ns (oY oy 

om. 9:7 Gat reh 1 rene ts our-'reaclts; hut: 
pn eh or AF aſt our ny Jl Gonftiratwn; and+Inglipatio Hea=; 
vent way-s; uphill, and againſt,beart; ve. we loath * - ſar the, Gate, and. 
more lohct;ra proceed in the way ralifns, many Brivg: Fog og leto ener” 


wp are ebpor pong of dull, ahi ry pepohnonts deaveur : : aud” 
j eh corey 


arily in. he 4m 

Rs hy, Ms under en the; 
if TS > &ut#bfawhadring ſpriccan: t9 grarye 

Errors nid Schijmi3,. dre«the felirs of gar fleſhy Ve can eaſily deviare jn 
parhes, auth abide (toni theay of yh); 16 de Courſe 5a "7 oSfgrear 

war 0-4 I IAN, 1; 24; +; } M5, 92 090i, <Chriftias 1 
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\ Chriſtians, if in good earneſtyonſeek life, you muſt ſtrive, 
Her you cannot without great ſirugling unto and againſt, yvanquiſh- 
war the difficulties of obſcurity, oppotitien, and your ownaverſe- 
ions WI neſs co the way to Heaven. 


city Ml - Striveto enter 322 at the ſtrait gate, for your entrance is in- Motive 3. 
is Wl 4iſpenſobly neceſſary; the gare to life is but oe, and no en- 
the trance into this gate without ſtriving : No poflibility of ſa lva- 
phe WW tion but in Gods way, be it never fo' contrary -to our own 
| will: And fo narrow is the punQillio of piety, and-paſſage 
nd fl to life that a paſſion, a point of go2d maniiers doth many 


£ times divert.us , andendanger our ſalvation; Davids frettin 
2 41 almoſt, and Peters fear did altogether trip up his heels 
7 Wl inche way of truth; he walked not witha righe foot :- yea Pe- 
lis I ters good manners muſt be ſometimes rebuked by his Maſters 
bo pity, - 1 waſh _ _ we baft : = me : Be oe way 
never 16 repugnant £0 reaton, a Proud Naemax mun ioop to 
S it, on retaia his: Leprofie to his ruine; be the gate ro heres 
'v never ſo muich againſt our Wilf, wemuſt into ir, for we have 
6; WH noother way ; Hethat lovech aiy thing, chough life it (elf, 
a, better thanChrift is not worthy of him. The gate and way 
b to life is moſt certainly, Cavuſa five qua non ; if we will not 
zi itrive we cannot enter ; and if we donor ſtrive, let ts profeſs 
i Chriſt at what rcate'we will, and poſſeſs the diſpenſations of 


Chrifts Goſpel, . priviledges-of his Church, aid preſence, in 
what meaſure we can's when we would-enter life wetmmay knock 
in vain, for the Lord will proteſt. he keoweth nf nt, we were 
not under his conduct in the way, and may not therefore come 
lato his communion/in the end of our Religion. - ROE 
:  Smwiveto enterin at the ſtait gate, forthe ſucceſs 19. certain Motive 
| unto ſerioas and: conftant: diligence; your induſtry ſhall be 3 
| mforced.co its endz God-is not bound , but he doth nor 
| deny his-prace to ſach as ſtrenuouſly, ftudiouſly prefs in the 
way of his commandments :' This is the Argument by 'which 
the. Apoſtle perſwadeth- diligence and aftivity for ſalvation, 
Wark, ox (ſaith he) your-ewn ſalvation; for it is God that work- 
oh; in you-te'will and to de*of bis own pleaſure. Such as pro- 
aed in the conflit under Chriſts Banner , fhall not fail of 
the conqueſt; ſuch as perſevere = preſling forward, ſhall find 


FD Ie 
mrs out 


a - 
» 


the 


Motive 4. 


Heb, 11, 13. 


( 36 } | 
the grace of Chriſt ſufficient for them, anti they apprebeud 
that for. which they were apprebendea of Chrift ' Feſ2. Our $a! 
viourindeed telleth us, wony. did ſtr ive but were:-nat abls ;:buy 
you muſtunderſtand itaright, they ſtrove xnto, not in theialt; 
they ſtrove under the pangs of conviction, put forth ma 
goodpurpoſes; but theſe proved abortive, and.never paſſe 
znto a&t ; their heaxtSwere never indeed ſat on God, on-Chriſt, 
en Holineſs; their judgements were herein 'informed bye 
theic affeRions. were not herein inflamed; for he thac hath 
an heart ſhall never want ſtrength to go to heaven.; ſtrive 
inthe entring ,. proceeding a& , 2nd we ſhall-prove: be wh, 
bath begun bis good work, ſhall and will perfett it, untothe day of 
bis Grace. Tees 29 CENT Gil OC 0 
_ Strive weto enter the ſtrait gete, for the end is nmre worth iÞ 
they the utmoſt of onr endeavours; Heaven will make amends for 
all the hard{hip of the way thithzr. How didthe Pattiarchz 
preſs on thebare perceptions of faith, not having received th 
Jromiſe (which we have performed) but ſeeing them gfar of, 
aluting them at a diftance;z our Lord Jeſus hath led us: this 
way, for the joy which was ſet before him, beendurethe eroſ1, 
and deſpiſed the ſhame. The conſcience of duty will make: 
lincere Saint confels, that in the moſt exaQ; of his obedience, 
6 i8 an ##profit «ble ſervant ; but waen we ſhall cometo make 4 


—_—— -Y :-Y 


nkblecompariſon between the dignity -wereceive,andthe di- 
igence wg uſed, the difficulties we felt, we ſhall fiid caiiſe to cry 
Qut,by Grace we are ſaved: The light and momentany affliions 
through, which we paſs here, are nor eo be:compared to the 
exceeding, etergal. weight of glory - which. we ſhall enjoy 
hereafter, Our, preſent prefling , fighting, iftriving-in hes 


_ vens way may coſt us many a weary' ſtep, and weeping eye, 


many. fighsand groans,. many: prayers..and teafs, many* cares 
andfears; many an aking head and{heart; | It:may coſt us our 
beſt worldly enjoyments, deareſt Relations, andouryery life, 
but colt what it will, it can never colt taq dear :: If ionce we 
arrive at this Haven we ſhall fit. down; withouerthe leaft re- 
pining , repenting thought that. ever.it cvſt'ſo' fear ;\mt 
wouid not for ten thouſand tunes ag much. tiaxechoſt ecernil 
life. | ) 4944.6 3:+h000 243 ;:* bg 
Chriſtian Friends, _1 hope. the. conſideratzon. of theſe 


things 


+ » - 


(27) 
things will excite your diligence, and" provoke you to. prefs 
through/ the+ many difficulties and dangers which are in the 
way co heaven, 'and ſtir up your felves to firive toeter in ac 
the ſtrait gate, and go forward in —_— way which lead- 
eth unyo life. - What now remainetffBut' that I preſent you 
with ſome few DireWions;” which being well obſerved may fa- 
cilitate your paſſage co glory, alleyiate your bnrden,and niake 
KM Chriſtianity, the courſe of piety, x courſe of more'delight 
| and eaſe. Obſerve therefore theſe Rules for your help 
herein. | LE ; 


Go not without God ; march after the Captain of yonr Sal. 
vation ; under the conduc of the Lord of Hoſts; the pre- 
ſence of God is the prop of the (oul'in all perplexity ; the 
moſt certain proteCtion of his people in all their diſtrefſes arid 
dangers ; the only affurance and encouragement that God 
ever gave, or his ſervants ever defired inall their underta- 
ff kings of difficulty and danger was, bis preſence; Feremiah 
his BY cuuſt hand as an iron wali, and pillar of biaſs againſt Kings, 
Ye Princes, Priefts, Prophets, people, under thealone proteti- 
© BY ori of, 7 will bewitb tb:e, ſaith the Lord; So alſo dothe Mis 
"WY niſters of che Goſpel. Gods preſence is the beſt ſeciirity in 
all our firaics; his Spirir will guide us into all truth, reſolve 
- all our doubts, and be a voyce unto us faying, This 3s the way 
JI lh init. When we are ready to wander on the right or on 
"BY the left hand, his Providence will ſapply all our'wancs, his 
" Gracewi!l ſupport all our weakneſs; in a word, whatſoever 
).8 beour cempration his wiſdom will findfor us a way of eſcape; 
- that we may be ableto bearit; for if God be with us, who can 
2 be againſt 'ws? what can be to» hard for us? I krow bowno 
. want and bow to abound; ] can do all things throngh Chrift 
"WY >bich flrengtbeneth we , was the Apoftles, and is every Saints 
'WF <Xperience. | | 
Chritiian Friends, your progreſs towards heaven is as 2 

Vilderneſs-march to the Land of Promiſe; ſtir not without 
God. Take up Moſes reſolation; Verily if thaw go not with 
*, we will not goup bence : Be not pur off with an noe), the 
Angels are nndoubtedly minijtring ſpirits totbe beirs of ſalv2- 
tm : We owe much to God for the Miniſtry of ce "_ 
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—_C 
yy pitch their rents about them thet fear him, and keep then 
in of their ways. But (my beloved) the difficulties which ar. 
eend our (alvationcan only. be vanquiſhed by 3 -Devire Arm, 
they are too ſtrong ſgygany-created being ; to- divide the Se, 
when the waves roar Whn the Captive exile, halteving tobe 
delivered, it is thework of the Lard of Hoſts; to take any 
the captive from the mighty, andto deliver the Prey of theter- 
rible, is the proper a of the mighty God of Facoh. More 
not without God, as ever you meen to move with Rrength 
and ſucceſs 3 for of onr ſelves we can do nothing; the Lord 
is he who worketh our works in us and for us, both co will 
and to.do, Senn SHES ang 15 $) 


Get axd 4 right 21ap of Heaven; get the defcriprion 
of the City of life, for the nature and (cituation thereof will 
not onely enflame your affeftions, and add wings to your en- 

dezvours, but will help us to- gueſs how to ſteer our courſe 
thitherward: To be well «killed in the Map,” is the great be- 
nefic of travel : And to have good intelligence of the ene. 
mies Quarters, is the great advantageof Warfare : The paths 
of peace are only made known by V/:;/dom. The Prince of lik 
can only reveal the Rate and paflage unto life: The Lord Je. 
fig reſolved his Diſciples to be more then half in Heaven, 
when be could aſſure then they knew the plare 5 and they 
knew the way. My beloved cleave cloſs tothe Scriptures, and 
Rudy them, they ſhew the new Feruſalens which isabove,the Ri: 
vers, Koeks and ſhelves, the Ports, Creeks, Straits and nar. 
row paſſages which you pals; the dangers and difheulties which 
attend you in your paſſage; the people and Enemies you muſt 
eneounter,, and how you may dire your felvesin all theſe. 
ChriBians, know that the light of Nature is too\dark to de- 
(cribe the dignity or difficulties ; the dictates of men, the tri- 
ditions of the Church , the determination of Counctl ; the 
Las of Princes, aretmproper, imperfettdiretions to the du- 
ties whereby we travel to: Heaven. TI deſpiſe nat thoſe, 'bitt 
give them their die honor : But I would have you toremem- 
ber 7ſraels wilderneſs-march to the Land of promife was in 
every itep direGted by: the immediate Oracles. of God: | And the 
cie of Faith did dire che Patxiarcits through many.narrow, 
7 ſtrait 


5 a. 0.8. > 
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\ thin WY fraie paſſages , to ſeek the City not made with hands , and 
ch at. W che Seriptares were written that: you may beleive Chriſt is 


Arn, I the way, and that by beleiving you may have eternal life, ſearch 
Se, I thenthe __ » forinthem you think, and I am ſure you 
tobe MW have cternallife. I DER 


efer- Gain an-aecount what it. may coft you to get to Heaven: Pre» 
love MY monitns, premunitus; a foreſeen Charge is eafily defrayed ; 
2th MW our Saviours Advice is, that -we be wiſe Maſter builders, 
.ord MW 2nd politique Warriors, to forecaſt, a capacity to effeR, 
wil MW before we undertake an enterprize ;{and to compleat the 
Fabrick, before we lay the Foundation ; he 'who canaccountall 
things loſs and dang in compariſon of Chriſt , will eafily infult 
over difficulty in Heavens way , andtriumphantly reſolve nei- 
ther diftreſs , nor tribulation , nor perſecution , nor peril , nor 

d, nor famine, nornakedneſs , ſhall be able to ſeperate 


queror 3- they who confider it is: written of Gads Servanes, 
for thy ſake we are killed all the day long , and accounted ſheep 
for the ſlaughter , willnot think much to lay down or loſe his 
life in the Gate , by preſling in the'narrow, way to. life 3 Con- 
vince we our (elves that Chrift will have our all, or one of us, 
he will be imbraced abeveall', he hath declared whoſoever 
loveth:Lands, Howſes ;' or Wife, or Children , or tife it. ſelf 
berter then him, is not wor#by of him, we then ſhall eaſily deny 
our ſelves , 'andtake up ourcroſs and follow him; »* Remem< 
a ber we, that through much-cribulation-we enter into Heaven, 
« that thegoue Retigion and coneſe of Godlineſs did and doth 
; ez for the loſs of all outward-comforts,” and propound fucnre 
glory. "a better aud more during ſubſtance; we ſhall then take 
jojfully:the ſpoyling of our goods ; expeRation-makerh hard 
things tobe born with caſe. 


$ © & 


- 
* 


we | 

| Grave upon the ford principles of true Religion , the ficſt prin- 
eiples ofehe Orzvles 3 ty for theſe asthe batis, or ground 
ploc oF any building,, as the axioms of any Art or Science, 
or as the firſt draught of the Picture , do faciiitateand di- 
reſt the future ſtrufture , and perfe@tion ; and are in all traits 
emincntly ſerviceable 3 Gods method to'make his people walk 
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from his love of Chriſt , but m theſe he ſhall be morethen a Con- Row. 8. 38,39. 


Help 4. 


ls HBP, 9 IIS IP) oe Tn eB to rt HAI gt 


PAR Ar a j —_— 


4 Ju 4 i LINES IO * Sas i = Med "1 PR . 8 aig al , - y rY R Es. rand Ze ie 
EERELARE 7 EEG BEER i PET I on NEED oaanongrnmnen ene Ng 
. 


— 


ht 


ar __ 
. 
—_ 4” youy- 1 ee, epi OY A 
7 OO” 


Help 5. 


 makea defett in the one, equally heinous as in che other; 


| not able to diſcern between; gaod and evil z'-will: many times 


(32) 
in his way., 1 to wrige bir Law apa thett bearty; uncatechi 
ſed ſouls having; confuſed: notions of fattle;, which through 
wantzof-order,and ahitity,doperplex andencanglethemſelyy 
in the ways of piety,, many-eimes ina blind zeal they confounl 
the ſubſtance , and Circumfiences of Gods Ordinances <a 


andnotknowing how. to gridae their. judgments;z: they: charge 
upon themſelves dutieswherevf thar relation or. cpnditiay 
doth deny themto be capable.; be ſure. you lay, in; the fon Go 
the. firſt; principles, of the: Oracles of (od, and then leaveſWto 
them by a regulac | progreſs;an_Chriltiaaity ; fare Iam, chat{Wrbi 
ſbmwe ,: yea-many (oyls : are ſhip-wract for want. of ballancedMWro 
judgements : - many. loſe all by lifting themſelves, upto the anc 
dignities of Saints, not; once acquainting. themſelves. with the MW wa 
duties -of Saints ;- and pretend unto the joys of beleiving, MW be 
without once pondering the principles of faith ; the unac- {MWlthi 


bee quaiated with, will ealily-erefrom the'faith z ſeducersjneed no 


better a Subje for cheir deſign, then fimple ſouls affeted to, 
bur ignorant ofthe truth, and-way colife. -, + 4 


. Get, keep, and exerciſe a ſpirit of diſcerning. z:In-all your 
getting, getunderitanding ; Wiſdonr to guide pnr affairs will: 
make our burden elite , the (pirit of geace;and ſaagtHicationis 
a ſpirit of diſcerning , tle ſpiritnak-man; jadgerh. all things; 
Heavens way is in nothing ſe ſtrait and narrow aginthebounds 
wich reſtrain us ; the dangers wiych on all fades livnic it; true 
Piety Iyeth in ſuch narrow paints that without a clear- judg- 
ment and goodunderltandingwe carinothitit; the- Devil and 
his inftruments are, (o politique; and Mmbcle | that! without 3 


le IP nin OI wa. ow» wo © 338 


.fpi rit of diſcerning they willreadily:delude 5 - they, lead Caps 


eive filly ſouls ;- through. want of: wiſedom we -entangle our 
ſelves, and many times make ſtumbling ſtones in our own way; 
want of judgment caufeth ſuperſtitious ſcrapulofity, raſh cen- 
furing , vainpreſumptioa.,:andfeigned reyerence,. hethas is 


condemn good as evil , and take evil for good; willthrough fear 
of tin fly duty , or be bold toraſh into fin;without fear ; he 
will notreſpe& , or he will renounce Gods, Ordinances, þe+ 
cauſe of mens diſorders ;'or elſe he will: impoſe his. own in- 

| ventions 
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(32) 
'be the .onely wargant of bis. worlhip.;, to offer, God Maas, je 
erin tal is OB OA whoring from , and co. rebel; 
hirt ; ;OheR eli ih 6 muffbe cording Q \hisexpreG dice 
Ye isths FeaCatixiety ofthe godly to know the will 7 Gol 
but ohedjence or a readineſs and reſolvedneſsto beleive what 
he ſhall ſpeak , to do what he ſhall dire , and co ſuffer meek- 
Iy what be ſhall diſpoſe, is2 diſcharge thereof; for he that will 
do\ half Enowrhe iilof ad-: the bending carnal, wrangling 
reaſon to the pleaſure of the moſt high, will paſs; us with 
much'eaſe -through the. ſtrait Gate and narrow way which 
dothleadtolife. 
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*: Go ingvod Conipany , itisnot zoadfor. mar. to be alone , was 
Gods reaſonfor creatinghumane ſociety; ſolitude is not more 
fad then dangerous 3 3 twoare betterthen one, if one fall tbe other 
will lift up ; go therefore in'company cowards Heayen; it is 
Gods dire&ion that we ſhould aſſemble our ſelves, and go in 
eroops to his .Sanctuary, andcal} upon one-another to go up 


waa fayingbelceming a curſed Cain, Am 1 my Brothers kgeper? 
Goſpel Counſel is that Chriſtians conſider one another, to pro 
voke unto love and good works, that they exhort ane aunber daily, 
left any be. hardened, through the deceitfulneſs. of ſix , and that 
if an) 'be overts en. withs fayle, he be reftored-by,; a ſpirit of 
Meeker? .. Toouels thereare few who. walk. in-Heayens way, 
and ad ourt he ſtrait gate and narrow way, yetthereareſome 
and it. will þ >e hard indend that, we. or go alone is 
the p: *i"g bebo __ (ay therefore uDewd ms Or. 
peri Fr m who fear Ggd. v, 
' Inthech gice wry your,.com} any. be ſure, you ne & t0.tWP, 
things. Keep in Gods trae Church , and; under, Gods, zrue 
Moditert Theſe are the moſt: certain condudts. unto glory, 
77, Ship and Pilots which convey. us unto: Life 3 by, 
or theſe are diſpenſed the Pramiles. of Grace, , aud: 


ſs ouf ſecurity 1 wall rains; og PLRSoneps 


ath pr xl Þ ; 
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(35) 

with the Chureh, .is tn Goſpel language, zet bolding the bead, 
by which the wholeis increaſed. Separation from the Church 
is maſ} certainly deſtruRive 3 to be caſt out of Chriſts Church 
i5 the ſevereſt doom on this fide of the laſt Judgement; and 
tocaft our ſelves out of the Church, is the greateſt and ſadeft 
fin that can be,on this fide the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt: They 
are equally in danger who throw .themfelves , and who are 
thrown overboard by others. 1 could never yet know how 


| to differ the eftate(more then by the fin of it)ef a ſelf=exeommus- 


nicatezand an excommunicate hythe Church:Gods ardinary pow- 
er and preſence of graces contined to his Chuxch Cathalique 
Viſible. (for of the inviſible theſe chings cannot be predicatad) 
and therefare ex Ecclefig nulla ſales: All menof all opinions 
conceraing. the form of the Church, do agree in this, Thet 
there is 119 ordinary way of ſaluat;ou out of tbe Chureþ'; and all 
Churches canſtjxuted of ld, .or gathered, of late oppoſe 
them elves, and. are oppoſed to the world 5: calling the-men 


| ofthe worldinta communion with them, asever they took 69 


be ſaved; and caſt into the World; and (o unco Satan, che god 
of the world, whomſaever they cut off fromthe Church. * 
The Clnuch of God. may backſlide, | and be. defiled 3. the 
Miniſters of God may becaxeleſs and negligent ; yer prophanes 
proud and perſecuting ; the {beep may be notonely.noc logked 
after, but driven and violently (cattered gn Gads mountains 3 
their waters may be pudled, and their paſtures erodden down; 
Gods Worſhip .may be defited by corrnpt Appendants, and 
{ his. Ordinances may. be Slocgderly admntaiſtred-, 4nd big 
Wotd.may be:made. of none effe&.by mens traditionss. the 
keys of the Kingdom. may be turned againſt thoſe who fol- 
fow Chriſt: -and theſe evils are nat; onely proveking wito 
Gads jealoufie, butaiſo a (4d Qmen of his- departure z and 


che Churches approaching. devaſtation; and difſolution : - But 
yer, i ie coma _— {onrch', and relarively. his 
burch, . 3nd retain his ſubſtentisl.,, opti! iorſoip and Qr- 
wot hecontinueth. his on. cAliniſty and preſeace, 
ough his proxaked, ceproving preſence x departing , eX- 
ftulati FE that lear,; his:name , 2nd. mourn 
th *hominatiana they-cannot mend, wall not withelraw 
0 Hes, of Pr Neghenþ fs. Ordinmnaes; nr ys 
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pubTite; Bfemn Worfhtp,c When hb of Ely by. their" 
»rophaneſs? and 'the Violent, diforder bf cheir' Mitiſtrhrion, 
cauſed the people to'Toath the offerings of the Tord:, 1 find not. 
chatany-didleave. off or forbear to bring them : . And” when: 
the Image of Jealouft e'was in the Ferople: and*br oupht God 

ro the- threſhold 'reddy' 'to depart; I find ior char che people' 
fled from ir. © Chrifttans; wemnſtfoltow, 'not'go beforeGod:' 
When he removeth the Candleſtick; then we may ſeek light. | 
e)ſewhere; but if. his Ordinances abide his, though'by dim, 
and dark lights; they are'in Afoſts chair ,' and we muſt hear 
them. ©] coulhnever yet pine by” lat caution Che. 
ware of thei leaven bf the.” *Phari ſees ,, hear” them not 3 forthey' 
teach for difrines the thaditionrof. men. *Itannor bur comnietd' 
to. your ferious. conſideration the Prayer of the nizy. who 
did fear God, and Gods anſwer unto them, jn a caſe of dif- 
order in, and defetion From the-true Church'; it is in Care. 

I.7,8. Tel me, O thiu mhoth myſoul loveth,* wherethou Feedeſt 
thy "flock ;.- rwheretboin make't them to reſt at moon 3 for why ſhould 
Ti turn afide by the flocks of thy Companions ? if thou, know #1, 
O thou faireſt among'women, 'j0 _ way forth jby the Footſteps of 
the flocks,” and feed oy -hads befidp"the* ſhepbeartls ferits © The 
men who: feared. the [Lord $4 A aToſsfor to finde and de- 


termine the Aſſembly in which Gods? 24 atfonsÞ Preſence Pak 


be enjoyed :: they 'were' Hraid of Filling into' the flock of 
Chriſte s' Companions, who were ks eAſemblics. - gather- 
ed', ſe}f-conſtitated:! Afﬀembli worſhipping che t ye oh 
with hisowh Ordimrces, asto thematter, biitbya Fr 
ſecrated Miniſtry Itvſelfi determined plares Sor FEAC Ba 

the effential form) «hd for their profeſſion; -a d Prerencesl 

relationto Chriſt called3his xray Tr/th this ſtraze 


J) 
ſeriouſly enquire and*pray God+for' direQion whit + the 
and which- wayits ten YatHedite = them oy H4 4, 


byt 

as ftandingandinfallible 9sby it vet Ir confſes: 
The foodſteps of bis le Bey \okmn "ys fb: this « Nt 
Worſhip : road the \ Shepherds 22:43; _ Bula: i ein 'of 
= Minifters, by the order of his appointthtrlt\ Give me 

eave tonotenmo! yon ſome obſervitions of Mikey, whoſe 
name-hath' more atceptarice ant{authort than Imong 
youthenwhat Leanfay, He reſerreth this Scripture Hiltri. 


cally. 


"OD > Ms. 


 bejlian in Church and- Commonwealth. ©: 


the flocks.of hizcompanigns, ſelf-gathered, conſtituted Churcties 
RET | F 2 


©8239 | 
cally to:the ſtate af thoſe who feared God under Ferobohams 


"ſchiſm and rebellion, and when: Fadab was defilef with $5. 
' lomous, 'High=places and: T1dolatyys and” inferrect; #2 Chyrch 


is black; its deformities ftandin the fall, and 'fin's of the people 


_ and Princes; in their folly, declining to T ras their ſchi (ms 


andrents fromtheir mother; in their-prophaneſs, apoftacy and ree 
13-15 LL EHTFE 45 2!» 


.;Heobſerveth, there may be a't1u0 comely Chutth in.the midft 


of theſedeformities ;' the ſins of 'the Princes and ptoplt' nidy make 


the Church black, but cantint take away her comelineſs ; run -we 
not therefore from the Church becauſe of her blackneft, but +uz 1 


ber and: embrace her:inthe midftof ber defeQions.” 4 $2Þ 
- 1; This $eacheth the'childrew of the Chureh not to ſeparate from 


the {bergb . for carruptiomſakge ft 2 | 
t was a ſis in-themwho wereangry with the:('burch, at ſome of 


#he ſeparstioniare and di depart from us : What and if ſome caſtoff 


England ſhall werejeG ber, becanſe ſome of the ſons of ber Mother 
. C*-2 : 6 X {} g E we 


- do ſo. 'T; $2 Ee C4 ; 22 
i, Here '3s:ſherwved two marks of. the\ true Churchof God ; The 
- footiteps af; hiaflocks, Aſſemblies of: Gods Fpeople to" his true Or- 


dinances; aud higown Miniſters. 
Thus far, and in theſe words doth this reverend Anthor, 


though afterwards a great: countenancer of the: thing hethere 


condemned-:This.I {ay\Chriſtians;'3t may-ſound harſh'in your 


cars, burybts muſtler it fink into-yourtheares. The Church 


defiled and diſordered; muſt novibe defpifed or declined ; the 
Worſhip and Ordinances of God ancomfortably, unprofitably 
adminiſtred; yea with ſome ſuperfluous Appendants maſt nor 
be:;difowned,” or determinedevil; butembraced andattend- 


ed as his Worſhip- : The criſis of pietie im this Eaſe, 'isto niain- 
.tain:oum.canverſe with God: inhis own / Ordinances, diſperi- 


ſed in a mode, grievous: yea 'loarhſom: to: onr ſouls; conti- 


[Ne -OUY: COMMUNION: when:i we. mourn for what we cannot 


Cotrou. 


mend. Obſerveit, Chriſts Myniftrie was moſt vehemeatly, - 


conyincingly,' enragingly invedive'zgsintt the erronions Do- 
&rines,.;prophane:and ſaperſticions lives of the Church of 
the Jews,andheniPrieſts, and! Feachers, yet he continued 
communion with her,andappeared an Advocate for her againſt 


we 


a a, IRIS OE Coane iu re ne elm oo ET 


_ as Gods Ortdivjances are. vably:dilpeyſed; 


Exh. 34. 


_ - viay of Ordinanagein proc with the! Cinch wad by non-0oh- | 
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. (36) 
we kgow what we worſhip 5; Sulvation ar of rhe mo So long 
as O05 \ ; Take heed tOyour 
.own-pexſonal: aRipnsþ in any aopoſtdor direftalibviis; uni 
diſorders; (otra. over :the ikmpofition-atrd admjniftiacion 


| which may extend:agiilton the Ghutch collettively, but di{- 


own not the Church, deſpiſe not the. Minitry , dectine'not 
the Worſhip whilſt they exiit:che Lord? Look:to is thut your 


-x6a] te.guritys \breakamotunity:s. and your loathing humane 


lnyentigns wake yet xptledve Gods tInſtitations 3” You ate 
Chriſts 


ſbeep, 85-you will- be {ed , + be-fooked after by the 


Hepherd and Bilhkvp of your fouls, ſee toirthatyon leap'not 
out of his fold, . 'You'mey have-your waters pudled; yonr 
aftures erodden,. the: proud of the flock ©: puth:yort wich 
orn and with hoof; your Paftyrsmay male. you with pride 


5 


- and with crugltie, Lordng itvver Gods berituge; and you (they 


being careleſG of: you): may be diſperſed :. But I befeech yoga, 
vhenthe great ſhepherd (hall come to judge between ſheep 
and ſheep, between you and your ſhepherds, let hinz fine 
you on the n0untaiys of \[frael, though fcutrerediand aftlifted, 
Communion with-the Chick. under. corruprionimay nor be 
very comfortable, but be affuredic fital{ be fake. Reform«- 
tion maſt be _— deavonred ,* but: Separation will 
nevereffect i4,. it will. for:ceven: binder: fupplancy)ſuvyerc ir. 
I waſte} youmydetermigationis/byGddsgizct/torſetkipy- 


forming communjont2 witnels againſt; and endeayout 26 te- 
move diſorder” and-carcuptiba. © oo On, 
Ga.continuelly: dread) your cminſenÞ piety, it3:27 Cotati 
majicatian, ;be thay wary >Spiddicrs; be Armed Copcacpt; tike 
unto you the hold Armour of God: bat yralmay beablet ire 
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, 
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At 3 tbe: eu3l dey 3 have your Loyns givewmith werity / prin- - 


ciplesof truth,,theſpinitof aſound mind ; your breaft guar- 
ded with the 'breftplgte of Kighteomſneſs,, integrity of het; 
your head cqveresd with'the hehmet of 'bopie:, whicti; will under 
the graatet Billowg ond moſbroaring Waves chiokd- your heat 
above the waters haveyoitt feetſhod withpatience ,thie pre- 
parations of tbe Goſpel of peice: bir every ftep you fet'yon have 
fharp ſhells , ; kearg-petrciog 1; paſtion«proyoking: croſſes, lof- 


ſes, 


| (37) | 
s, diſtrefſes mdafiitidns, you bare: need of patiencs, that 
ben y0u8 have dane the Will of God: you mayinheyit-obe promeiſe 5 
you cannot without patience continue in-well doing unte the 
pbtainment” of the Glory , honour, immortality, and eternal 
jfe, which yon. do ſeek ; take with you the ſvield of faith 
n Gods declared will for Dodrine or praftife , in Gods glo. 
rious properties, and gracious promiſes, thoſe will quench the 
moſt fiery. darts of the Devil 5-take unto youthe Sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of 'God ,' to cut down. your way , kill 
your Luſt , che Worlds allurements, and the Devils ſuggeſti- 
ons ; thus armed ſtand faſt in your Chriſtian reſolution, but 
move forward; advance mm your Chriſtian converſation , and 
you ſhall with eaſe encounter and overcome all- oppoſitionfor 
the Captains of our Salvation-hath-led! our enemies captive, 
andlooketh chat we defend our own fonis againſt the fubtile, 
malicious: ſtroaks of a ſubdued, though our ſworn Ene. 
mes, ED ES —_ 
* Gueſs your way'by the'compaſs of the Covenant , the-Lord 
hathicondeſcended-ro-dedl-with nan by way of Covenant, for 
the effefting of his Salvation; 'this'is a Covenant of Grace, 
Graces the grovundof it, it was freely made , for we had no 
oblipationon Gods Fuftice , or-power to conſtrain arexaftit; 
Grace is the matter of it, I will be yonr God, youſballbe my 
people; youThall walkin'my ways , my Fpirit thall bein-your 
haarts3' Grore 37 #be2form of 38 4Þ-will/ be-yotr God, I will 
write my fawviiyfour hearesy EF will pur' my ſpirit within 
you ,-you ſhall walk in my ways, 'my graceſhall be ſufficient 
for you; 'Grace isthe endl of 3 ,  onr fanftification here, and. 
our falyation hereafter, and che Heansnecellary nato both in 
the way of cheirobtaitimient 34nd our purſuit of them 3 This 
Covenzentis the Contratt of ghe'Bible , the compendinny of 
the Goſpel ; Chrif is Mediator, the Miniftors are diſpencers, 
Ordinances arevhe diſpenſations,y Faith and Obedrence -ave the 
conditions',” Grite and Glory } with aÞ good things is rhe 
matter of this:Everieſtiag/Covenint; this. Covonint , like a 
Compaſkipgintsatall ty-6f Heaven when we arc in the 
wideOcemn ofthe Worlt",-ontofightofiny Lind to guide 
us, werpay- Rear by thts Tompaſeto-our defired Haven ; when. 


vearemderkneſtand-danper berween tac narrow Creeks, and. 


trait 


Rem. 2, 27: 


Help 9. 


(3. 
frait paſſages of-Sylleand Caribgis.,' this Covepant is a light, 
(9 wag yr guide'-us., unto.that Nick: -and-naceoy 


Poinew ch will (ecureius 2 e300 8 5 l FS _ 
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: .4_ i, Chriſtians. ,: the, comfort of-this Covenatis not knowneil 


being ſhut;ap from men, ſecluded from Ordinances , and un 
der the, wantof all theans, (Git may beſo muchas;a- Bible) yau 
begin;to reflect your Relation to God, Gods Diſpenſationsg 
grace 0 man.,.and callteaniad the -Indenture, aud; Gharte 
whick-dati ſecure-, desjare,,apd dire& both'; This Cove 
nant will diſſolve our doubts, diced oar duties and didtate 
.our comforts in all ſtraits,-4n all- conditions, this and that| 
muſt do ;; Or not. do:z; thiszand that-I mult expe&,, or ng 
expet;; this js/or chats,truth;, or Error willbeeafily infer 
red; by, bim-, :who-is; ufterefted in- ,, and underitangeth, thy 
Covenant of 'Salvation; by, this , 'when] apear,Geatile con: 
lider Abraham is.ignorant; of me , and Facob kynowerb me 'no, 
can yet cry untothe Lord tho art my God 3 by this whenl an 


.\ intheFurnace; Jcan cry anto:the Lord, my.God , and 3p 


prehend-him ;, anſwering me-my people; I can underſtand by 
this the word which ſpeaketh unto. us; as Children ,; ſay, m 
San deſpiſe not thechaſtening of the Lord. I hereby know cor- 
reftion, paternal caſtigation to be the reſult of affetion from 
God, and relation to God, and ſo whey.I-ſit in, darkyreſs and 
car ſee no light, T can truſt in, thename of the, Lord,, and: tn 
my (elf upon my God , faichfiul. in, Coyeyant,; .who) will not 
fail me; Lhereby diſcern fig, and dete& errqur. to. be eſchewed; 
diſcover truth and duty to be embraced. and ;purſued. ln 4 
Word, what the word doth more*amply and abundantly de- 
clare when | amat liberty. to uſe, the Covenant: of Grace doth 
ſuggeſt , and from thence,I may infer it for my .cawfort aid 
guidance when reſtrained; the,;g@od therein promiſed 1 maj 
boldly challenge ; the'evil thereunto. xepugnant I jmuſt rej2z 
-the truthand ditie thereby diftated, I: mult-receive, and do 
.you look for experiencez;and1T tell yoy thisin.the. uprightnels 
,ofmy heart, in my, late conditienithe;Covengnt of Grace was 
.my great comfort, theconlideratignoſ the; Govenant: was m) 
councel. Iwould notfor all. the woxId have been ignorant of, 
unintereſted in, or eſtranged untg; the Covenant of God : 6» 
Jou and do likewiſe, If you areconfounded in your paſſage - 
3:28:01 : | . | tie, 


- 


S . 
ife, it is for want ofthe Compaſs of the Covenant, or skill to 


Help 10. 


"AY iſe 1t. | 

wine Go forward in Heavens way , being entred the ſtrait 
d vn" and narrow way ſtand not ſtill; motion will make 
) you eafie : » Travellers are more- tired at the begigning 
ons of" end of their journey , becauſe nor uſed to-ſuch vie. 
pw plence 3 cuſtom in all things become a ſecond nature; what- 
ove (oever you dogo not back ; non progred; eſt reared; in heavens 
Gia 7 5 195 £0 go forward is to go backward : The enemy will - 


come upon you, if you advance not againſt him : Remember 


= [ts wife ; take heed of back{liding, you will thereby hinder 
fer. 297 {elves in- heavens way, and wound your confciences ; 
the take heed of Apoſtacy from the faith, you will thereby ruine 
on. 25 falvation and hurt religion. Conſider, The juſt live 
we a (ffat i5 perſevere grace and holine(s) by faith 3. but if any” 
n I 20 draw back Gods ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. Be © 
ap« it your care not to be found in the number of them who draw 


W -:ck unto perdition, but of them who beleeve unto ſalvation of 
their ſoul: Having begun. inthe Spirit do not end in the fleſh, 
inure your (elves unto hardſhip, be ftedfaſt and unmovable,and 
you cannot but abound in the work, of the Lord, nor ſhall your 
labour be in vain. 
| Beloved Frien®, the way to life being bounded with ſuch 
| dangerous Precipices, beſet with ſuch difficulties and oppoſi. 
on, and your depraved nature-being apt to wander, averſe 
and indiſpoſed to diligenceand attivity-in holineſs, you can-= 
not but find ſtrait is the gate, and,nartow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few therebe whofinte 3... ButI beſeech you en- 
ter, chule to enter, itis the way F"tife: Strive to enter, it is 
ſtraitz obſerve, praQtice theſe DireRions now given, by Gods 
graceyour entrance will bean aCt of eaſe and ſucceſs. Con-- 
tider what you have heard, and the Lord give you under- 


Randing. 
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